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tf order to establish the necessary conditions for the final conque 
intensify air and sea warfare against the English homeland. 1 there 


1. The German Air Force ts to overpower the English Air Force « 


command, in the shortest time possible. The attacks are to be directed 


flying units, their ground installations and their supply organisations, | 


aircraft industry, including that manufacturing anti-aircraft equip 


2 After achieving temporary or local air superiority the air war is to be 


ports, in particular against stores of food, and also against 
interior of the country. Attacks on the south coast ports will be me 
in view of our own forthcoming operations 


On the otber band, air attacks on enemy warships and merchar 


except where some particularly favourable target happens # 


attacks would lend additional effectiveness to those mention 
such attacks are necessary for the training of aircrews for furtber opera 


4. The intensified air warfare w dll be carried out in such a way 
time be called upon to give adequate support to naval operations ag 
It must also be ready to take part in full force in Operation Sealior 
5, L reserve to myself the right to decide on terror attacks as measures of reprise 
6.The intensificatian.of the air, war may begin on oF after 5 August Tide ei! 
© decided by the) ie tompeon cf reanGa gt a te 
Tobe nary  Gunborisd the proposed intensified OF the Sane tire 


Directive No. 17 for the Conduct of Air am 
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Invasion? 


“The British have lost the war, but they don't know it; one must give them time and 
they will come round.” 


Adolf Hitler commenting t0 General Atrat Axl foBowing the Franco German Am 


ye 9 hore 1940 


J lune 1940 and Germany was riding the crest of a wave. Virtually everything in the campaigns 
‘against France and the Low Countries had gone according to plan. in a period of less than two 
months much of Western Europe had been brought under German occupation and control. All that now 
stood between Germany and complete domination of the whole area was Great Britain. A victorious 
‘Adolf Hitler, although preoccupied with his thoughts on the conquest of Russia, now looked for a rapid 
‘and favourable decision in the war against Britain and retained the hope that @ nogotlated settlement 
with her could be reached. However, as it became increasingly clear that no such agreement would be 
forthcoming, his attention began to focus on the forceful subjugation of the island kingdom, including 
If necessary, its invasion and occupation, 

With no indication that a peaceful settlement of any kind would be reached, the OKW was now 
iiven the task of preparing for and, if necessary, achieving the successful invasion of Great Britain. 
For an invasion to succeed, it would have to take place within a three-month period of anticipated good 

ther under complete air superiority, and before the onset of the autumnal channet gales. 


“The near future will show whether Britain will do the reasonable thing in the light of 
our victories o will try to carry on the war alone. In the latter case the war will involve 
Britain's destruction and may last a long time.” 


Gera Frans Matter. cary en 


RIGHT, ‘The W109 ES bel 
(1G § st Moat 
te the earty-style canopy, the six black victory by 
green “Tatzelwurm’ on the nose with black, red 
ls. The sp 0 


net is believed to be Wack Green 
and the aircraft carries a standard 
fenkreuz and Hakenkeeuz 


109 E-3 Hptm. Ginther 
Litzow Gruppenkommandeur I./JG 3 
The BI 109 E-3 of the Gruppenkommandeur of 1./1G 3, Hptm. 
Gunther Litzow as seen at Montécouver In late May. Finkshod 
ln @ high demarcation 02/74 scheme It carried the 
Giuppenkommandour symbol ahead of the fuselage 
Balkenkrouz and the JG 3 ‘Tatzelwurm' on the cowllng In the 
Stab colour of green, The six Abschuss bars on the rudder are 
1ed to have been black and the spinner black-¢reen, 


With thoir record of military successes, it 1s not surprising that both Hitler and the , 
Staff retained @ purely continental view of carrying out such an invasion; an operation y 


0 Luftwaffe taking 


of the opposing air 


likened to a powerful river crossing on @ broad front with th 

was believed that the well-proven Blitzkrieg tactic, \.e, destr 

by the rapid advance of the German Army with its powerful and direct alrssupport would also 

‘against Great Britain. There was, however, one major difference ~ the Royal Alr Force; it was tho sing 
fo. Boring 1 


o Luftwatte estimated that 
against other European air forces in mind, the Oberkommando der Luftwar 
each of the air for 


is and thoir recent su 


most powerful air force yet encountered by the Luft 


complete destruction would take longer than the 12 to 48 hours taken to defo: forces 
fought previously. Furthermore, it was kriown that the British would put up a flere and determined fig 
in defence of their homeland, Based on these calculations, the OKL predicted that, in the event 

‘on invasion should take place, # period of four days would be needed to 

the immediate invasion area. It further anticipated that in the wake of  succ 
complete destruction of the Royal Air Force could be achieved within a period of no mor 
weeks. The key to the successful completion of any invasion, however, would be German supremacy 


in the air. 


secure total ir superiority in 


ssful invasion, the 


“The landing in England, prepared down to the smallest detail, could not be attempted 
before the British alr arm was completely beaten”. 


Genera! Aled Jo, Munchen, Noveerber 1945 
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LOVE. A German soldier poses for a photograph in the cockpit ofa ABOVE: Abandoned French Caud ABOVE: $8 troops examine the wreck of an RAF Bleinheim shot d 


nters formerly used by Polish volunteer pilots ABOVE, An RAF Bristol Blenheim tigh 
abandoned at an unidentified French 
‘uring the British withdrawal from Fr 


France or Helgium during the early summer of 1940. 


ABOVE: 4 damaged French Morane Saulnicr MS406C lies abandoned on an 
Uunidentified airfield following the fall of France. 


19) ot 
«the curiosity of German personnel 


the baitle of 
Ne first and only 
type, whith 


onal on 11 May 1940, — 


RIGHT. The remnants of France's once 
proud and powerful air force are collected at 
different locations throughout the country 
to be processed as scrap The aircraft in the 
foreground Iy a Farman F 222.1 


ABOVE. Throughout the fighting over Dunkirk and the o 
patrols over the French and Belgian coasts, RAF Fighter € 
xd its Spitfires for the fest 
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A confident and 
newly promoted 
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19 July. Nermann 
Goring delivees an 
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(second from 


ight), Joset Seti 
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‘Studie Blau’ (Case Blue) 


19 1940 the Luftwaffe was undoubtedly the most powerful air force in the world 

but the German intelligence system was disorganised and inefficient, It was 
‘against this background that on, 1 January 1938 Abteilung 5, the intelligence 
on of the Luftwaffe General Staff was formed, tasked with the collection of 
Information on foreign air forces and the preparation of target information for use 
ln any future air war, Command of Abteilung 5 as Chief IC (Intelligence) was given 
to Major Joseph Schmid who, although a shrewd and ambitious. 
man, had no foreign language skills and was not a pilot. It is 
perhaps significant of the value placed on intelligence by the 
Luftwaffe that the appointment required only the rank of Major. 
For the last few months of 1938 and the first half of 1939, 
Schmid and members of Abteilung § carried out studies on 
Poland, Russia and England. While the preliminary work on 
England was being undertaken, an order was received from the 
Commander in Chief of the Luftwaffe, Hermann Géring, 
demanding a high priority study of the air and industrial 
ability of Great Britain, This subject was considered so important 
that a study committee was formed with Erhard Milch, Emst Udet and Hans 
Jeschonnek as permanent members and Schmid as chairman. The result of this 
study was a full report on Britain that appeared in July 1939 under the title of 
Studie Blau’ (Case Blue). For most of the Second World War, this document would 
provide the basic reference material on which attacks against England were 
planned. 

While realising that, militarily, England was an enemy to be respected, Schmid 
had already begun to underestimate the efficiency and potential of the RAF. During 
the latter part of 1939, he devoted most of his time to formulating an offensive plan against England 
which would severely damage her, regardless of the outcome of the campaign against France, In late 
ument was issued under the title “Proposal for the Conduct of Air Warfare 

against Great Britain’. Although far-sighted, it was probably the last study in which Schmid was able to 
make an objective and accurate forecast concerning Britain. While the theme of this study concentrated 
on the strangulation of Britain’s ocean supply lines and harbour facilities he neglected to take into 
ecount two very important factors; the potential danger of the British radar chain and the lack of 
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RIGHT. The Bawdsey 
Chain Home KDE 

station which came 
{oto operation 4 
September 19% 

By February 1940, 
total of twenty-nine 
RDF stations had 
been completed 
around the coast of 
Britain These lattice 
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primary line of 


sensors fe wa 


ing 
and reporting enemy 
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‘As the time passed, Schmid concentrated on “Studie Blau’ and the mass of information captured 
by Germany with the fall of France. On 16 July 1940, having complied and studied all of the available 
background information, Schmid completed an overall survey on the qualities of the RAF and on which 
the coming offensive would be based. Aside from containing numerous misleading and inaccurate 
statements regarding the military and operational capabilities of the RAF, the study omitted any 
reference whatsoever to the closely knit British defence system with its radar stations, operat! 
‘and complex HF and VHF radio network. In conclusion, Schmid stated that *... The Luftw 
position to go over to decisive daylight operations owing to the inadequate air defences of the istan 


Enigma uitra decrypts and the Battle of Britain 


ning system, Britain had one other measure that she « 
fic 


In addition to an established defensive wa 
‘employ in her defence ~ decoded transcripts of German signals ti 
system. First coming into use during the summer of 1940, the “Ultra decrypts’ 
were useful to the planning of RAF strategy but did not offer the scope of material that wou’ 
available as the war progressed. As the Luftflotten proceeded to follow Géring’s orders, they 
defending RAF fighters were nearly always there to meet them, in the right place. and, w 
possible, in significant numbers, Directed not only by the chain of RO 

communications, they were also guided by information obtained from the contents of de 


intercepted from the flow of Enigma traffic between the OKL and Luftwat acces: 
German planning strategy allowed the head of RAF Fighter Command, - 
his Group Commanders, to apportion their resources accordingly and st aug 
Sm 
—; 
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Although the decrypts of the Luftwaffe’s intentions clearly had an impact on the final outcome of the 
Battie, exactly how far they contributed to the ultimate victory of the RAF during 1940 remains an 
ongoing topic of discussion amongst historians to this day, 


Preparation: July 1940 


U ntil the end of the campaign in the West, the air war against Great Britain had been carried out 
on a limited scale, being confined for the most part to mine-aying, attacks against merchant and 
naval shipping and attacks on targets of a secondary nature. Then in June 1940, with the countries of 
Western Europe under German occupation, the circumstances changed. The airfields and installations 
of occupled Europe provided every facility to allow the full strength of the Luftwaffe to be strategically 
deployed against Britain. However, despite being in such an advantageous position, the Luftwaffe was 
faced with a formidable task, one that begged the question; */f Britain fought on, could air power alone 
defeat her?* in supporting the Army in its march across Europe, the Luftwaffe had played an important 
‘and decisive role in the tactic of Blitzkrieg. There it had been used to open each offensive by destroying 
the opposing air force in the ait or on the ground before joining with the rapid advance of the Army to 
ive powerful and direct air-support wherever needed. But in the mid-summer of 1940, for the first time 
\n its history, the Luftwaffe would embark on a course of action that had no precedent in the history 
‘of modern warfare, Wholly independent of operations by the remainder of the Wehrmacht, it was to 
ry oUt an aerial offensive aimed at decisively defeating an opposing air force and forcing the 
capitulation of an entire nation. 


“At this period, total air war was known only as a theoretical conception. Until then 
no attempts had ever been made to wage war solely by use of air power, 
Independently of the Army or Navy, In order to break the fighting spirit of an enemy 
‘equipped with modem arms. 
The following were the strategic missions Imposed on the Luftwaffe: 
4) the blockade of Britain (In conjunction with the Navy) by air attacks 

on shipping and ports; 
») softening-up for the invasion; offensive aimed at gaining air superiority; 
¢) forcing Britain to surrender by waging total air war against her.” 


of 
the Battle of Brita, Ar Witorcal Branch Transition Vl/#2%, 19959, 42 


The necessary regrouping of Luftwaffe forces 
In preparation for the assault on England 
showed little change from those used in the 
Battle for France. Luftfloten 2 and 3 had 
simply extended their areas westwards into 

‘i France with a common boundary at the mouth 

of the River Seine on the Channel coast, This 

boundary was then extended northwards 
through the centre of England to give each 

Luftflotte its own sphere of operations. 

Luftflotte 2 under the command of the 

competent and newly promoted 

Generalfeldmarschall Albert Kesselring, would 

‘operate to the east of this boundary while 

Luftflotte 3, under Generaifelimarschall Hugo 

Sperrle, similarly recently promoted, would 

operate to the west. The subordinated 

Fliegerkorps of each Luftflotte remained 

unchanged but for one exception; Fiegerkorps 

Wand IV were interchanged so that 


Generalfelimars tall 
Albert Kesselring, the 
commander of 
Luitflone 2 


BELOW: The 
Headquarters of 
Japaflicgertutwrer 
(afd) 2 at Le 
Touquet, south of 
oulogne during the 
summer of 1940, 


, 89 
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Flegerkorps IV, based in western France with units specialising in the antishipping role, would be 


better placed to operate over the shipping lanes of the Irish Sea and Western Approaches. The 
Norwegian based Luftflotte 5, under Generaloberst Hans-Jorgen Stumpff, would not play any major role 
in the early stages of the attack against Britain. However, its bombers and twin-engined fighters would 
provide valuable widespread antishipping and diversionary attacks against Northern England and 
Scotland which would force the RAF to keep fighter defences in the north, 
defences in the south 

‘A second change introduced with this regrouping assembled the single and twine 
units from the Fliegerkorps of each Luftflotten into two tactical fighter 
Jagatihrer’ or “JafOs* with Jaf 2 under Luftfotte 2 and Jafii 3 under L 
were able to retain a measure of independence in the planning of escort duties ar 


£0 weakening the aer 


10 3, these ¢ 


ABOVE. Oberst Theo Oxerkamp was apps 
1940 and in such a capacity was resp 
3.JG 26,1G 52,)G $4 and 26 % 
LEFT. Adolf Galland and Werner Molders w 
‘Opterkamp.a veteran of the First World W 
27 July 1940. 
within the operational setting of their respective Lufflotte. While similar in purpose to th 
Groups of the RAF that they were to face in the coming battles, they lacked any mear 
for plotting the position of enemy aircraft, nor had they any method for controlling * 
‘once airborne. Therefore. although performing the function of an operational command, 9 
‘operations were flown without any guidance or additional direction from their ground facilitie 


disadvantage would undermine the whole effort of the Luftwaffe Fighter Arm, 


The Luftwaffe Plan of Campaign 
July 1940 


ithin the overall framework of the OKW's plans for the invasion of Groat Bri 

a fighting force and the suppression of seaborne supplies to Britain by attacks on its ports 
shipping. Luftflotten 2 and 3 were to achieve and maintain air superiority over southem and sou' 
easter England while Luftflotte 5 carried out diversionary attacks against Scotland and northe 

England to prevent some of the defending fighter squadrons from reinforcing those in the south 
Orders issued by the OKL operations staff to the three Luftfiotten made It clear how these objectives 
would be met. in the first phase which would continue until the end of the first week in August, the 
Luftwaffe would attack British defences and carry out attacks against merchant and naval shipping, port 
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A German Army 
band parades along, 
Smith Street in St 


Peter Porto 


Guernsey at the 

beginning of July 
240 Ang the 

‘occupation of the 


facilities and selected industrial targets. This would be followed by 
fan intensified second phase; a six week major aerial offensive 
designed to destroy the infrastructure and defensive capabilities of 
the RAF, neutralise the British coastal defences, wear down initial 
resistance, destroy military reserves behind the main defences and 
protect the build-up of invasion forces. This second phase would 
begin on a day given the code name Adler Tag ~ ‘Eagle Day’, the 
date of which would be determined by the first period of fine 
weather following the end of the initial phase. The prime objective, 
however, would be the neutralisation of the RAF and its ground 
organisation by attacking its aircraft, especially fighters, on the 
found and in the air, and attacks against bases and supply 
Installations and against its supporting industry, Once this second 
phase had been completed in southern England, the offensive, in 
keeping with the intended OKW plan, would then be extended 
northwards in a series of stages. 

During the third week of July, the Luftwaffe was ordered to a state 
of full readiness and the final details and operational orders were 
worked out. The unit strength returns from the three Luftflotten for 
this week gave them a total of 2,076 serviceable aircraft of which 
656 were singleengined fighters and 168 twinengined fighters. Ranged against them was a total of 
1,519 serviceable RAF aircraft of which 606 were single-engined fighters and 101 twinengined 
fighters. The stage was now set for a battle that had no precedent in the history of warfare; the 
greatest and probably most decisive aerial battle ever fought. 


1-20 July 


L the broadest sense ~ and with some justification — it may be sald that the Battle of Britain began 
‘0n 30 June 1940, On that day, German forces had landed unopposed on the island of Guernsey, the 
largest of the four Chane! Islands. Within the next 24 hours, this small group of islands, all sovereign 
territory of Great Britain, would be under full German control. By the end of July, an operational 
Luftwaffe landing ground had been established at the airfield on Guernsey and would be the only 
airfield on British soll to be used by the Luftwaffe during the Second World War. It would be from here 
that elements of JG 27 and a Staffel of Major Freiherr von Maltzahn's 1I,/JG 53 would operate against 
Britain's defenders during the coming battle. 


Shorty after th 
British evacu 
at Dunkirk, Lt 
Julius Meimberg 
and Oblt’Assi 
Hahn of JG 2 flew: 
from Cherbourg to 
Guernsey This 
photograph of 
Meimberg with a 
itish policeman 
‘or Bobby"= and an 
unknown German 
soldier on 
Guernsey was 
taken by Hahn, 


Service personnel 
excavating the 

ins of a 
BE 109 £3 of 
3.0LG 2 which 
‘was brought down 
near Sandwich, 
Kent during the 
evening of 8 July 
1940. The pilot, 
LLAStniberny 
baled out and was 
taken prisoner. Just 
visible on the 
wreckage is part of 
the 3)/1G 2 
‘mouse emblem 
which was carried 
(on either side of 
the rear fuselage. 
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Throughout the first 20 days of July, daylight aerial activity over Britain was 
generally confined to bombing attacks on coastal shipping. port facilities 
‘and industrial targets, while ‘freie Jagd operations were flown by the 
fighters of Jafi2 and 3. No fighters were lost in combat until the 4th, when 
two Bf 1095, from Ill,/JG 27 and 4.())/LG 2, were claimed by P/O Smythe 
of 32 Sqn during a mission over the English coast. Of the two claimed, that 
from JG 27, although damaged, succeeded in returning to Théville, but the 
machine from LG 2 was seen to crash into the sea, the pilot being listed 
‘as missing. On the 5th, an aircraft from 2./JG 51 was slightly damaged in 
combat with Spitfires of 64 Sqn. No combat losses occurred on the 6th 
but during the evening of the 7th a ‘Frelejagd by JG 27 resulted in the 
downing of three Spitfires of 64 Sqn, Although two victories were claimed 
by RAF pilots, the only Bf 109 E listed as damages that day, was an aircraft 
of Ill,/JG 27 which was severely damaged in a take-off accident at Théville. 

On the Bth, increased activity over Channel convoys resulted in the loss of three fighters including 
the first Bf 109 E to come down on British soll, At 15.45 hrs this aircraft, ‘White 4', on £3 of 4./16 
51 flown by Lt. Johann Bohm, force landed at Bladbean Hil, Elham, Kent after being damaged by 
Spitfire of 74 Sqn. This was followed at 19.30 hrs by the second Bf 109 to crash in Britain, this 
an aircraft from 3,0)/LG 2, which was shot down by 54 Sqn and crashed near Sandwich, Kent. The 
pilot, Lt, Albert Stribemy, was captured after baling out. An aircraft from lll./JG 51 was also los 
action on this date with a fourth from Il,/JG 51 being damaged in combat with 610 Sqn. T 
saw increased fighter activity over the Thames Estuary and Channel but, despite RAF claims for two 
109s shot down, only one, from II./JG 51, was recorded as being lost. 


he saw me almost Immediately and rolled out of his turn towards me so that 
a head-on attack became Inevitable. Using both hands on the control column to 
steady the alrcraft and thus keep my aim steady, | peered through the reflector 
sight at the rapidly closing enemy alrcraft. We opened fire together, and Immediately 
‘a hall of lead thudded Into my Spitfire. One moment the Messerschmitt was a 
clearly defined shape, Its wingspan nicely enclosed within the circle of my reflector 
sight, and the next It was on top of me, a terrifying blur which blotted out the sky 
ahead. Then we hit.” 


F/1t. A Deore, 54 San, commenting on his headin comson w 
‘BY 109 of H./3G 54 dung 0 dogg with tne f 
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On 9 July 1940, 
Memkel He 
plane (ASLO) 
‘was forced dow 
100 the Goodwin 
Sands by 1/0 JL 
Allen of $4 S90. 
was Later towed | 
the beach at Dea 
by the Walmer 
lifeboat 
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Luftwaffe Fighter Disposition 
during the Battle of Britain - 


Normandy, Brittany and ead ts 3 t. St +. 53 


Channel Islands 


Brittany FRANCE toss 


Luftwaffe Fighter Disposition during the Battle 
of Britain - Pas De Calais 
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On 10 July, the major fighter activity of the day 
took place over the west-bound convoy ‘Bread’ in 
the English Channel. There were no German 
fighter losses during the morning's fighting but a 
JG 51 aircraft was claimed as slightly damaged 
by a Spitfire from 74 Sqn. in the afternoon 
battles above the convoy, one Bf 109 from 5./JG 
51 was lost while a further two from 7./JG 51 
were damaged severely enough to result in 
forced landings in France, both pilots escaping 
Serious injury. 


“The whole cockpit stank of bunt 
insulation but | managed to stretch my 
glide to the coast, then made a belly- 
Janding close to Cherbourg. As | jumped 
‘out the machine was on fire, and within seconds ammunition and fuel went 
up with a bang!” 


Of Artur Dou, 7/16 51. commen 


4 Hurricane own ty Set. AS Page, $8 San ouning 


“Suddenly the sky was full of British fighters. Today we were going to be in 
for a tough time.” 


Hot, Marines Troe. i /36 82 


On the 41th, 12th and 43th, attacks on Channel convoys continued resulting in one Bt 109 of 9./1G 
51 being shot down near Dover on the evening of the 13th. On the 14th, battles again devoloped ove" 

Channel convoys resulting in the loss of one aircraft from 8./JG 3.and a second trom the same Staffe 

returning to France severely damaged. Although skimishes continued for the next four days. 
‘operations were hampered by bad weather and no further fighters were lost in combat until the 18th 
when a Bf 109 of Il,/JG 2 was lost to unspecified reasons during an operational sortie. On the 19th, 

the day on which Hitler would make his “Last Appeal to Reason’ speech, improving weather resulted in 
increased fighter activity off Dover. In the early afternoon, the Defiants of 141 Sqn were badly mauled 
by fighters of I./JG 51 and I./JG 2 for the cost of one aircraft of 9./JG 51 severely damaged. In later 
actions over Folkestone and Selsey Bill, three more fighters from 9./G 51 and lll, /JG 27 were badly 
damaged with two of the pilots being wounded. Improving weather over the Channel on the 20th saw 
‘an earty afternoon attack on Dover which claimed two aircraft from 3./JG 27. The Geschwader suttered 
€ third loss during the late afternoon when the Gruppe Kommandeur, Major Riegel, was shot down off 
the island of Sark by two Hurricanes of 501 Sqn. Later, in an early evening battle that developed over 
the convoy “Bosom,” two more aircraft. both from JG 5, were lost to RAF fighters. 


in any strength against convoys and other shipping. On the 27th 
carried out against both Dover and the convoy 


mmbat during these two da 


attacks wer 
‘Bacon’ but the only fighter lost in 


ne PSKTA, YAW of the Debden 
based 17 Syn. On 24 September tile 
by F/O HAC Bind Wilson it was sho 
the 


shot down south of Portland by a 


was an aircraft from 2./JG 
Hurricane of 238 Sqn at noon on the 26% 


ames Estuary by Ade ( 
40th victory. P/O Burd Wilson al 
able to parachute to safety 


J was acitted to the 


“We were no longer in doubt that the RAF would prove 
a formidable opponent” 


Royal Naval Hospital at Chatham 


Despite better weather over the Channel on 


Loncentrated attacks on Shipp 


when an incor 


Ing raid was detected heading f 


battle that followed one machine from 


two others badly damaged. 


Geschwaderkommodore, Ma, 


the fighting this day was the highly respe s , Sq 
Malan. While some sources have credited Malan with damaging the Bf 109 flown by M 
= 2 credit the action to F,/LLJ.T.W 41 Sqn. Although a deta y 
whose 21-31 July gai Sigioe Gat Man ay te 
7 > damage was actually inf 
§of july 1940 I contrast with the previous day's activity, the 21st was relatively quiet until mid-aftemoon when the 
7 right west-bound convoy ‘Peewit’ came under heavy attack from elements of KG 3 south of the Needles. North of Dover we met some low-flying Spitfires. | shot down a Spitfire in lames. 
During the ensuing battle between the fighter escort and the defending fighters, one Bf 109 from 7./G But now I found myselt in the middle of a clump of Englishmen and they were very 
L was lost when it collided with a 43 Sqn Hurricane flown by P/O DeMancha. Both pilots were killed angry with me. They all rushed at me and that was my good luck. As they alll tried 
in the cc A second loss also occurred this day when a Bf 109 from Ill./JG 77 was lost for BELOW Reflecting 2 to earn cheap laurels at the expense of one German, they got in each other's way. 


sight that would 


IMO} EPrie_unspeciid reasons while on an operational sortie over the North Sea. There was litle fighter activity ~xpleteeel Wel, | managed to manoeuvre among them and made them even more confused 
4 Pattiebers over the Channel on the 22nd and 23rd but on the 24th, Channel convoys were again the focus of both sides during the Nevertheless, | couldn't avold being hit. Bullets bespattered my aircraft. The 
A Eckford. pwatfe attention. An intense fighter battle developed over a convoy in the Straits of Dover which cost sununer air bates radiator and fuel tank were shot up badly and I had to make a getaway as quickly as 
‘arte 10.26 tree acre. OBR. Wormer Bartels, the GeochwaderTecholsche er (0) forcetended nea two Geman srace posse, Lackly my engine betd out tothe French coast, then I Bogan to mite 
the war excep Margate and was taken prisoner, Lt. Josef Schautf was killed when his aircraft crashed in Margate and thelr dinghy through When I wanted to land, the undercarriage wouldn't work. There was nothing to do 
daria his parachute falled to open and Hptm. Erich Noack, Kommandeur of the second Gruppe. was killed he uote but land without it. | made a smooth belly landing.” 


when his Bf 109 crashed while attempting to land at Marquise-East. ey iy English 


1 ercraft from 1G 52 were also lost in this action, one of these being Hot. WoltHeirich von ae 

Houwald the Kommandeur of I,/IG 62. On the 25th, another feroclous atte took place over a conway We It had sty 

passing through the Dover Straits that would last through most of the afternoon. This action saw the been engaged by 1 with more fine weather early on the morning of the 2 

S88 of seven fighters; one from 9./JG 26, one from Il /JG 27 and four from I./JG 2. The seventh Sp and cveoualy | aygeted by the Luftwaffe. Ah y . 
recorded for the dey was a severely damaged 4. from 6./1G 52 which wes vation off efter feastqn ty the anteloxsR end f pal ahr 


roturning to St. Inglevert. Deteriorating weather over the Channel on the 26th and 27th limited attacks 


LEFT. ih 
precise date ts 


aah the 


‘undetermined, this 
photograph shure a 
line of replacement 
186 109 Fe for the 
Cafticrs based 

BAG 26. As the 
thied Gruppe 

JG 26 retained 
high demarcation 


With low clos 


[Blue 6 finisty weather began to improv 
roughout 1940, conditions frustrated operations. Late 
the fnelage ternoon two of BY 109s f 
ulkenkreur and afternoon two 3 
numerals weee shooting up barrage e Dover a 


capped in sovaller wore intercepted by Spitfires of 74 S 
were shot down but one Bf 109 was damag 


and forcetanded at Fécamp with a seze 


nat to belp 
conceal the aircraft 
at hgh altituce 


JUHE-AUgust 1940 


1-12 August 


ith a day of low cloud and mist heralding the beginning of a new month, the Luftwaffe paid ittle 

attention to the convoys around Britain and it was not until the mid-afternoon of 1 August that 
the convoys ‘Agent’ and “Arena” provoked any reaction. During the day no fighters were lost in action 
but three aircraft of I1,/G 27 were damaged to varying degrees in an RAF Bomber Command attack on 
Leeuwarden airfield in northem Holland. Continuing poor 
weather on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th again limited Luftwaffe 
offensive operations and there were no fighter combat 
losses. Fine weather early on the morning of the 5th saw a 
furious engagement develop over the Kent coast between 
Spitfires of 64 Sqn and aircraft from JG 54, which resulted 
In two Bf 109s returning to France damaged. Later in the 
day, a battle above a convoy in the Straits of Dover saw one 
aircraft of 1G 51 shot down and another returning to its base 
damaged. On the 6th and 7th aerial activity was again 
limited as far as fighter actions were concemed. The only 
‘operational fighter casualty during these two days was an 
aircraft from JG 3 which was damaged when it force-anded 
after an operational sortie on the 6th. 


An undated photo “Why marry now when there is only England left? 
Pessina Marry later to celebrate the victory”. 
eight an ying 


Mayor Weener Miisers, Stab/JG 51, reptyng to 


jacket and gloves), a request from one of his plots seeking leave 10 marry. 7 August 1940 


Go ‘On the morning of the 8th and marking the start of a distinct new phase of attacks, the westbound 
members of JG $1 


convoy “Peewit’ was subjected to a series of attacks more intensive than any made against convoys 
during the preceding month. During the course of the day, three furious air battles took place over and 
‘around the convoy. At the end of the day's fighting, nine fighters had been lost with a further eight 
damaged to varying degrees. Of the units taking part. Il,/JG 27 suffered the most casualties with four 
aircraft lost and two damaged, one of these losses being the Gruppenkommandeur, Hptm. Werner 
Andres who survived ditching his aircraft and was later rescued from the Channel by the Seenotdienst. 


“The enemy fighters, which were painted silver, were haltrolling and 
diving and zooming In climbing tums. | fired two five-second bursts at 
‘one and saw it dive Into the sea. Then | followed another up a 

zoom and got him as he stalled” 


S/La, Jone Peel, 145 San commenting on 
the battle above the comoy Peewit' 8 August 1940 


S/Lbr. JOHN Peet (British), 145 SQN. RAF 


‘ohn Peel was born on 17 October 1911 and entered the RAF College at Cranwell as a Flight Cadet 
In September 1930. He graduated in July 1932 and joined 19 Sqn at Duxford shortly after. In January 1934, 
he was posted to 01 (Fleet Fighter) Sqn, flying alternatively from the airfield at Upavon oc from the carrier 

MS Furious, He joined G01 Sqn, Royal Auxiliary Air Force, in September 1935 where he spent time as a 
fying instructor before moving on to a staff position at Cranwell in July 1936. He returned to GOI Sqn 

in September 1937. 

In July 1940, while serving on the staff of the Postings Section of the Air Ministry, Peel was given command 
of 145 Sqn, On the 7th of that month, he shared in the destruction of a Do 17.On the 11th, Peel is believed | 
to have shot down either 4 BC110 or a Do 17, but was himself shot down in this action. He ditched in the 
‘Channel off Selsey Bill and was rescued by the Selsey lifeboat. 

(On the 17th, he claimed a Ju 88 as damaged and shared in the destruction of another Dol7 on the 19th. Again, on the 
29th hie shared in the destruction of a Ju 88 and on B August claimed two Ju 87s and one Bf 109 destroyed. He was awarded the DFC on 
30 August. On 16 December he left 145 Sqn for a brief period before returning again as its commanding officer in November 1941. He survived 
the war to retire from the RAF on 20 January 1948 with the rank of Group Captain. 


F/Lr.ADOU’ GySBERT ‘SAILOR’ MALAN (SOUTH AFRICAN), 74 SQN. RAF 


‘om in Wellington, South Africa oa 3 October 1910,Adolph Gysbert Malan became a cadet 

‘on the training ship General Botha in February 1924 and joined the Union Caste 

‘Steamship Line in 1927. In 1935, he applied for and received a short service commission 
in the RAF and began his flying training at No.2 E & RFTS Fikton on 6 January 1936. From Filton. 
‘he went on to No.3 FTS at Grantham, was posted to 74(F)Sqn at Hornchurch on 20 December 
1936, and was promoted to Flight Commander in late 1937, 

‘Near Dunkirk on 21 May 1940, he destroyed a Ju 888, claimed the probable destruction of a 
He 111 and damaged a second Ju 88.On the 24th, he shared in 2 victory over a Do 17 and 
claimed a He 111 destroyed. On the 27th of that month, he claimed one Bf 109 destroyed, 
shared a probable Do 17 and damaged two others He was awarded the DFC on 11 June. 

During the night of the 18/19 of June. he destroyed two He 111s and on 12 July, he shared 
in the destruction of a third. On the 19th, he claimed the probable destruction of a Bf 109. On the 2Sth, he 
claimed another Bf 109 as damaged and on the 28th, destroyed one Bf 109, claiming 4 second as damaged. On & August. be 
tok command of 74 Sqn.On the 11th, be claimed two Bf 109s as destroyed and one damaged and on the 13th claimed the destruction of ne 
and possibly two Do 17s. On 11 September, he destroyed a Ju 88 and damaged a second then, on 17 October, claimed Bf 109 as 
‘On the 22nd, he destroyed a Bf 109 which was followed by the destruction of another on the 25nd. He destroyed one lif 109 and shared 
destruction of another on the 27th and claimed a further Bf 109 on 2 December. He was awarded the DSO on 24 December 

(On 21 July 1941, Malan was awarded a Bar to his DSO and in October of that year. was sent on 2 tour of the USA with five ober pale 
ecture and liaise with the US Army Air Corps. He survived the war to retire with the rank of Group Captain and rerured 
South Africa in 1946. In addition to his British awards, he was awarded the French and Belgian Crotx de Guerre, the French Legion 
and the Czech Military Cross. He died in South Africa on 17 September 1963. 


‘Activity over the Channel on the Sth and 10th was slight and no fighters were Jo 
although a Bf 109 of I./JG 53 was written-off on the Sth when it hit a Flak emplaceme 
‘an emergency landing on Guernsey due to engine failure at the end of sn operational so 
weather on the 11th again saw the Jagdwaffe out in strength undertaking ‘Freielag over th 
Sussex coasts and escorting attacks carried out on Portland. Weymouth and Channe 
Intensive fighting developed during the early moming and continued throughout the 
deteriorating weather in the afternoon brought most aerial activity to an end. The aircraft fost inv 
actions of the 11th almost doubled those of the 8th, totalling 14 fighters lost and two Gamog: 
Josses to JG 2 alone almost equalled those incurred on the 8th and included the Gruppe A. 
WIG 2, Obit. Adolf Steidle and the Staffelkapitén of 6./JG 2 Obit. Edgar Rempe 

With Ader Tag set for the following day, the moming of the 12th dawned bright and 
would witness the first attacks to be carried out against RAF airfields and coastal RDF stations, Se 
8 series of stages, the attacks moved back and forth along the south coast throughout the ay. The 
airfields of Hawkinge, Lympne and Manston came under heavy attacks and Ventnor ROF si 
heavily at around midday, was put out of action. Pressure was also maintained in the at 
coastal shipping and harbours with the convoys ‘Arena’, “Agent’, ‘Snail’ and “Cable receiving J 
attention. Despite the ferocity of the day's fighting, fighter losses were lower than those for the 11 
In all a total of nine Bf 109s failed to return from the day's actions including that flown by the 
Gruppenkommandeur of II/JG 53, Hotm. Harro Harder. A further five aircraft received various jevets 
of combat damage, one of which, from ./JG 2, was subsequently written off. 

The attacks carried out against the airfields and ROF stations during the 12th were severe snd 
gave a foretaste of what lay ahead. Although the airfields of Hawkinge, Lympne and Manston were 
serviceable the next day, it was a full three days before, Ventnor RDF would function again. leaving & 
Vital breach in the British warming system. Fortunately this loss was disguised trom German signals 
intelligence by having the Ventnor signals transmitted by another station until repairs were completed 
at the site. 


18_ @ Battle of Britain 


ABOVE. The port side of the 
LE 109 E of Oberfekiwebel 
\Wemer Machold of 7G 2 
showing his exht victories 


LEFT. A posed propaganda 

photograph of Obertckiwebet 

‘Machol pretending to paint 
om the rudder 


RIGHT. German Arory personnel 
[pose for photograph on an 
abandoned French MS 406 at an 
unidentified location following 


ABOVE Uitte Rudolf Rothenfelder and Fw Wieser 
of TILAG 2 take a rest on the wreckage of a Bloch 
at Courron on 10 June 1940 


Phase One @ 19 


JHE-AVgust 1940 June-August’ T9746 


1G 2 Richthoten 
Geshewader badge 


LET. Taken 00 13 May 1940, this 
photograph shows Oblt Hubertus Freiherr 


von Hottey 
standing 

16 109 F wi ML/IG $2 
starboard side "Axt von Niederrhoin’ 


the white JG 26°Schlageter’ shiek! with 
script black S’ while beneath the canopy 
the 5 Staffel emblem of the Hans 
Muckebein’ cartoon raven character which 
(black with white eyes and a white or 
yellow beak 


Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 Obit. Werner Pichon-Kalau von Hofe, Technical Officer Ill./JG 51 
Obit. Werner Pichon-Kalau von Hofe’s Bf 109 E-3 as It appeared during the mid-summer of 1940. Finished 
in a high demarcation 70/71 camouflage scheme It carried the III.Gruppe “Axt von Niederrhein’ beneath 


the cockpit ledge. 


Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 of 9./JG 2 8/16 51 
Bf 109 E-3 ‘Yellow 5’ of 9./JG 2 as seen at a landing ground near Signy-le-Petit at the end of Black Cat 
emblem 


Instead of the more commonly seen location on the fin. This aircraft survived the summer 
battles only to be lost In an accident on 17 April 1941 while on the strength of 1./3G 1. 


‘unklentified French airfick! in the early summer of 
1940. The aircraft in the middle foreground is that of 
the Technical Officer, Obit Werner Picton Kalau yoo. 
ote: The black cat emblem on the ¢ 

aircraft in the foregso 
hhad been 2/)G 20 before it became a part of JG $1 
Hoth aircraft are finshed én the high demarcation 
THANI6S scheme. 


@ Battle of Britain 


LEFT. Armourers install an ama 
The wing cannon are 20 mm Mi 


inition drum in the wing of a BE 109 E3. 
Fs 


BELOW: mechanic carrie 
somewhere in France durin 


maintenance to the Daimler Benz DB GO} engine on 4 BE 109 ES 
0. 


Phase One @ 23 


“I could see the entire 


British island...” 


Konrad Jackel, JG 26 


in Limbach. I joined the Flieger Ju 


Te born on 12 July 1917 in Limbach, Saxony.At the age of 12, became a member of the Hitler Youth 


‘As a student, I continued building models for which 1 was awarded first prize on several occasi 


attended several courses in model and glider co 


for four and a half years, thus avoiding the Arbeitsd/enst.1 reported to Dresden for my examinations, and 


six months later, | reported for duty in Breslau, 
assumed that I would be assigned as a mechanic 
to become a pilot, 1 was assigned to Might tra 

Tn Breslau, I qualified for the'A' flight cert 


1d, Since had skills from working with my hands, built models. 


struction. I volunteered for the Luftwaffe and enlisted 


Silesia. I had no idea | would become a pilot since 1 
However, since 1 apparently had the qualities required 
i 

te Then I received infantry tral 


followed by the 


B fly 


1 certificate at Schleissheim, near Manchen, At Neuruppin I received my °C’ flight certificate 


when I flew the Ju $2, He 111, and other aircraft. Then I was asked as to which branch of the Luftwaffe 1 wa 
to be assigned and I requested fighters. | was assigned to a fighter training school where I met pilots who had fought ayal 


‘Communists in Spain. One of our Might instructors was a licutenant who had scored seven kills there 


When 4,/JG 26 was formed, Oberleutn: Neumann was the Staj 


Ed 
my return. The unit was later redesignated 8 JG 26 which was nicknamed th 
introduced the Adamson emblem, Our Gruppe comm: 
fighting spirit 

My first kill was on 
Mancheberg. I shot down the Englishman wh 


1 flew 115 combat sorties of which between 75 and 80 had contact with the enemy The British didn't always 


when there were bombers in the air would they rise to fight us. was Gustav 
him and also to cont 
bombs, He had 20 kills at the 1 
Our unit was stationed north of Cap Gris Nez. We were billeted in a mo 
fying over the waters of the English Channel. 1 already had experience flyin 
the approach flight to the airfield over the sea 
‘On one mission to London, 1 was separated from the Staffel and for sec 


there were few clouds I c 


(o watch out for enemy fighters as I flew home, 


A BE 109 E possibly of 
JG 2 gets airborne from 
a Landing strip in 
France during the 
summer of 1940. 
Although finished in. 
what appears to be an 
02/71 upper scheme 
with mocted fuselage 
sides, the swastika has. 
been retained in the 
earlier position 


om his kills. This meant that I had a dual responsibility, Ebetin 
ne We escorted his Jabo Staffel which the English would intercept 


sapitan, Lwas assigned to another unit but Neumann re 
Adamson Staffel’. After Neumann had rewurn 


der was Hptm. Werner Palm who was relieved of his command be 


May 1940 over Ostende, Belgium. We were engaged in an air battle when a Hurricane apps 
J otherwise have shot down Mancheberg 


Sprick’s wingman, L was responsible for securing the 
nok command of a Staffel which wa 


astery. On our first mission to England, had th 
‘over water when I used 0 land at Swinen 


curity, climbed to 11,000 metres. The weathe 


id sce the entire British island and the silver reflections from the rivers With such marvel 0 


Taken in July 1940, this photograph st 


Emblem of 
4/16 51 


ns the BF 109 F of Hpten We 
Stab/1G $3 heing refueled from 43 yallon drums carried 
has been pressed into temporary airfield service at 


1G 51 at Bladhean Hil, Kent seen the day after it was brought down. T 
‘emblem and at lef, now raised up on its under 19 form a 


fear fuselage and the 48 
these members of the KA.F recovery team, 


Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 Lt. Johann Bohm 4./JG 51. 
This was the first Bf 109 E-1 to come down intact in the British Isles when on 8 July, after being 
damaged by a Spitfire of 74 Sqn flown by Sgt.£.A.Mould, Lt. Bohm was forced to put his crippled aircraft 
down at Biadbean Hill at Elham in Kent. Although not very clear in photographs, the upper surface 
camouflage of this aircraft appears to be 70/74 with tho fuselage sides carrying a heavily applied mottie 
believed to be a combination of one of the upper-surtace greens and 02. The white number °4" is outlined 
In red and the ‘Weeping Bird’ emblem Is closer to the Balkenkreuz than usually seen. 


Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 of I./JG 27 

Bf 109 E-3 ‘Yellow 11° of 3./JG 27 understood to have been based at Plumetot during July 
1940. Finished In a high demarcation 02/74 scheme the rudder of the aircraft is a vory 
dark colour suggesting a replacement item which still carries a coat of fabric primer. Just 
ahead of the aircraft number can be seen a pair of white scissors which Is understood to, 
represent a play on the name of Lt.Uirich Scherer, a 3.Staffel Schwarmfuhrer who was billed 
In action on 20 July. On the cowling is the JG 27 ‘Afrika’ emblem consisting of the he: 

a Nogress and a Leopard superimposed on a map of Africa. The origins of this emblem can 
be connected to elther Hauptmann Helmut Riegel or Oberleutnant Gerd Framm both 

whom had family connections with the former German colonies in Africa. 


of L1G 27 
Gruppe badge 


Flown by Obit. Werner Schuller, Mf 109 ES WNe $22 
tips Normandy, p 


> gets airborne from a 
time during July 1940. The dark: rudder ts believe 
primer finish (RLM 02) Also visite are the whi 
the cockpit glazing 


26 @ Battle of Britain 


Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-4 of 3./JG 2 

Leutnant Franz Fiby's Bf 109 E-4 ‘Yellow 14° of 3./JG 2 with an upper surface scheme that Is believed to have 
been 02/72 with heavy mottling of 74. on the fuselage sides and tall, Note how the broad white areas of the 
Balkenkrouz have had theit visibility reduced by being overpainted with the fuselage mottling, making the cross 
appear reminiscent of the earlier style of Balkenkreuz although the thin outer black borders are still faintly 
visible. Also carried aro the JG 2 ‘Richthofen’ shield beneath the windscreen and on the cowling, the blue and 
Yellow 3.Staffel ‘Horrido’ pennant which would later be adopted by Helmut Wick as his personal emblem. 


SS 


3./JG 2 ‘HORRIDO" 
Staffel emblem 


ABOVE: Wear iby's BE 109 Be4 of $ 
Mage 


appearance and U 


2:Yellow 14 ¢ 


of the usually seen white scx 


the crams 


aircraft which has been cleared « 
return to frontline duties. The photos 
clearly show that the new paintwork 
‘was applicd around many of the 
‘original stencil marking 
to find this oumber ofp 
shot machine, showing both sides and 
the variousplices the machine was 
PUL on show before boing scrapped, 


Phase One @ 27 


jesserschmitt 1./3G 26 
Bf 109 E-1 W.Nr.6296F Obit.Werner Bartels Technical Officer 

heavier framed canopy and windscreen more usually seen on E-3 and E-4 variants. The upper surface 
applied when the aircraft was repaired. 


28 @ Battle of Britain 


ographs, 
the site of ts forced tanding 


display at 


GERMANY I 
AMISHED 
NGLND 


ABOVE Another view of Werner Hurtel's machine at Croydon, this time 

being use 

of Heitain, many captured Luftwaffe aircraft were exhibit 
» fund raising event 


ed Cross publicity photograph. During and after the Battle 


serve as backdrops 


“J closed to within 20-30 metres and fired with 
both machine guns and both cannon. 


The upper gunner really had some nerves...” 
Hans Schmoller-Haldy, JG 54 


‘morning we would be flying to Eindhoven in the Netherlands. The Staffel took off at 09,00 hours and we l 
hours. We made an intermediate landing to refuel, The Battle of Batain was about to bexin 
‘On 26 June 1940, 1 was wounded in the leg. Thad taken off from Eindhoven and was fying in formation toward Germany. 2 
was reported to be flying over Holland. 1 was $00 metres above him near Amsterdam. I reported the British aire 
Schwarm. banked and dived and came in immediately behind him jus like I had practiced during training The 
rapidly closed to within 20-30 metres and fired at him with both machine guns and both cannon. The upper gunne 
and continued firing at me-AS long as I was directly behind him, he could ne 
too rapidly and | would have rammed him, so I had to turn away. I could see his tracers and the gunner had a goo! tanget when I's 
my underside. My engine was shot up and I felt a sharp pain in my leg. Fortunately, the aircraft did not burn. [ pulled out 
the throttle. was losing blood and I reported on the radio that I was wounded. I landed at Eindhoven and was immed 
there. It is amazing that the Blenheim was able to continue flying for another 200-300 kilometres. 
lay in hospital near Eindhoven for two weeks. I returned to flying in August 
Thad to fly the first missions over England with my leg wrapped in bandages. During a six-week period. all of the piloss in the 
my deputy and L, were lost.The last sorties were flown by only’ two or three pilots.The British were now so strong th. 
way across the Channel, We had started the French campaign with 12 pilots but now I had only Lt. Kitzinger and Fie. Knipscher O 
mission, Knipscher was shot down. Kitzinger and I transferred to Jever, The base commander, an Oberstlewtnant, greeted me and (0 
bring in my Staffel. 1. Kitzinger was standing in the doorway and I pointed to him and said:“This és my Stajfet” 


A tthe time of the armistice, we were near Paris That evening I was awoken by the officeroftheday and was 


fire through his fin and could only fire 3 


FUKE-AVgust 1940 June-August 1946 


Co 


en 


— 


THE 


JUHE-AVaust 1940 


BELOW. 4 1 109 1 of the Second Staffel of an unidentified unit in France early in the 
atte. Just visible against the mottling beneath the cockpit i the name Mimi’, possthty the 
‘name of the pilot's gilfriend, 


BELOW: Taken in Trance d 
stows the cowling 


ng. June July, this photograph 
NG 2 16 10 Hi wi 
removed prior to the apy 


have been 
Statfel emble 


srvund The 1109 I in the background bearing the single 


the 
Gruppenadjutant of IL Gruppe, Obl. Adol€ Stekile lost his life 


Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 of Obit. Adolf Steidie Adjutant of I11./JG 2 
The Bf 109 E- of the Adjutant of I11./JG 2, Obit. Adolf Steidie, which was lost on 
14 August after crashing near Cherbourg following combat over the Channel 

with RAF fighters. 


fF Phase One @ 33 


“We came face to face and shot at 
each other simultaneously...” 


Gernann Scudpret, JG 26 


winter of 1939-40, our Gruppe’ only Abschuss being claimed on 7 November by my friend Joachirn 

Muncheberg from the Gruppenstab IIL JG 26 

During the campaign against the West, | chalked up four victories, In fact, my first aerial combat 
Impressed itself on me more than my first actual victory. remember I encountered a Welgian Hu 
in the Beauvechain area, We came face to face and shot at each other simultaneously. What (s apparent 
in such an encounter is that you do not know in which direction your opponent will po and, of « 
if-you cach have the same intention, you could collide. I do not know if | hit him but, in any case, he 
{got me several times in the wings. Fortunately, nothing vital in my aircraft was destroyed 

‘So, the western campaign ended for me without too much damage and we preps 
step. Ifyou ask the question, did we feel fear before action? ~ L woulk like to tell you the following short story Whe 
Twas young. | was a ‘pathfinder’. With my gang, we often went to play in ruins. I suffered from wertigo and remained on the 
when my comrades were playing high on the walls. Was it to defeat this fear that I chose to join the Lu/heufer Probably! Whe 
onders to enlist, 1 was very anxious and I really wondered if I had chosen the right arm of service, But when T was in ac 
worry, all my fear disappeared 

1 had the same feeling during my entire career as a fighter pilot. Hetween the end of the campaign in France and the 
of Britain, I was anxious to know how things would go; but tension of the Siz 
climinated all fear, 


I ‘was appointed Staffelkapitan of 9 1G 26 on 23 September 1989. We spent a quict autumn of 1939 and 


for the next 


reitschaf! disappeared as soon the start orv 


‘One of my first victories of the Battle of Hiritain is a good example of this feasnon fear’ factor. I had fighi 
very high altitude. I succeeded in firing at him. The pilot lost control of his aircraft which coatinued to fy horizontally be 
and crashing. We were already in France. | overflew the crash site and when I decided to fly away and return to my by 


1 belly-tanded wit 


became troublesome and I had to land immediately. Fortunately, | found a Large field 


problem I 
was a. German Luftwaffe hospital. doctor arrived quickly at my landing site and 
In astonishment and said: *You fust bad a dogfight, you've made a beliylanding yet your beart beats as if you were sittin 


my heart beat. When he had fi 


4 book ~ amazing! 


BELOW AND RIGHT: Mpien. Nlexander voo Winterfeitt, Saffetapitan 
he cockpit of his IM 109 E-Yellow 4 Von 
First World War, was called hack to the 
ro take command of IG 
olf von Houwald 


ce was taken over by Obi Kath 


¥e le of Britain 
june-AUg 


AHOVE: 06109 BA "Back | here shortly after taking 
advantage the 


that the flaps 


more of JG 2, Harry von Blow: Both 


AHOVE The 
‘Channel in Jul 


BELOW: \1W6 109 E1 possibly of 5 1G 2 seen at Saint Quentin on 27 July 1940 


8./1G 2 
‘Wolfhound’ emblem 


LEFT. A BC109 E4, 
believed to be White 1 
of LG 2 undergoes 
routine maintenance in a 
‘camouflaged dispersal bay 
probably at Guines during 
early August 


GHTAND BELOW: Ober 
p, Konumodiore of JG 


re wearing the 
is I 109 
nd of July 1940. Note the Seript'R"Richthofen’ 


LEED. §180109 E belo 
seen on the Ch 
cearries the chevron, 
be in the uncommon colour of yellow. 


ng to the Gruppenadiy 
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nt of G2 


the Gruppenadjudant which appears 


not the Fiihrer...” 


“We fought for Fatherland, ie 
Wauren StenGet, JG 51 PH ae ¥ 


was born on 5 July 1907 near Keht am Rhein and | started fying gliders in 1929 Then, in 1954.1 started ba 

receiving free training on powered aircraft and I received my pilots’ certificate, From 1986, 1 flew as 3 = 

reservist in the Luftwaffe. In the autumn of 1938,1 was commissioned as Lewmant in the Reserve. I 7 mA, 
‘was only natural that I continued on from glider pilot to the La/houffe. During the Weimar period, | had 4 
been unemployed but I was very Interested in sport fying. The National Socialit Party had no 7, {~ 
involvement in this activity during that time. When war came, we fought for Fatherland not the Habrer f 


Twas called (0 active service on the night of 25-26 August 1939. 1 went to Kariseulie where my 
roup met at the railway station and from there we drove £0 Augsburg. A written order came in from 
Luftgaukommando Mancben transferring us to Staffel 4 at Parstenfekibruck.t had flown the He 7 
Blitz reconnaissance aircraft but not the Do 17. had only a BL certificate. I was supposed fo report 
to an Army reconnaissance unit. spoke with 11. Rittmeier Whom | knew and who got 
even though I had no fighter training. 

In November 1939, 11/JG $1 was formed at Eutingen. I was assigned to this unit as a fighter pilot without any fighee 
afraid that I woukt not see any combat before the war was concluded. My Komumandeur was Major Keamver He was follow 
Burgaller: We were stationed at Friedrichshafen on Lake Constance during the winter of 1989-40.The edge « 
killed on 2 February 1940 when he crastr-landed on the ice and slid into the water below I/pémn. Glinther Matthes took over the « 

We had strict orders not to cross the French border so as not to provoke the French in any way There were a few ale . 
to intercept French reconnaissance aircraft but we were too far away from the Rhine and we could not pursue them to France 
‘was the Kapitan of the 6, Staffel 

My first air battle was during the French campaign over Dunkirk when the Beitish Army was evacuating Oy 
Hurricane squadron which seemed to consist of beginners. They didn't fly a defensive circle like our other oppo 
‘was the first time that I had fired the guns on my BE 109. Pritler shot down two. 1 did not score any kills during ¢ 
different airfield every other day. 

After the Battle of France, Oberstleutnant Werner Mélders took over the Gescbusuder from Oberst Theo Osterkanyp. | fr 
\Wissant when he took command. I was wearing my flight suit which had been holed during a lowslevel attack at Chartres several days betore 
when my aircraft had received a hit, Since I did not have a replacement for the ceremony, Molders hac authorires! me to Wear i 

1 flew a total of 505 sorties of which 115 were during the Battle of Britain. { was just the fourth pilot to receive an auxiliary fort Sank 
‘carrier, We flew mostly escort missions during the Battle. My most memorable mission was on 29 July, as escort for a Ju S7 formanhon wh 
attacked 4 convoy of 22 ships. We had to admire the courage of the Stuka pilots since they flew suctt a slow aircraft. Que unit sustained 
most losses when we escorted Stukas, During the first attack on the convoy, the Stukas scored eight erect its destroying thelr fangets. A sexs 
attack managed another nine hits. Of the 22 ships, onty four came through unscathed. We had our first fatality on this mission when Pr 
Emmerling who landed his BE 109 in the Kanal off Calais was later found dead 


Ws campaign We move 


38_ @ Battle of Britain Phage Qucse 02 


Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 of Stab/JG 2 

The Bf 109 E-3 of Major Harry von Balow-Bothkamp the Geschwaderkommodore 
of JG 2, illustrates an example of the heavily stippled mottle applied to the blue 
65 sides of JG 2 aircraft during the summer of 1940. 


TUHE-AVgust 1940 


Pidots take an alfresco 
‘meal whilst a BC 109 Es 
Of 9.1G 2 taxies across 
Octeville airfield near 
Le Havre soon after the 
‘units arrival from 


“Molders called me and just said: 
‘Let’s shoot them down!” 
Eran Kincius, JG 51_ 


Fe 4 short rest alter the Western Campaign, JG 51 was posted to the Channel to take on the RAE I was still Geschwaderadjudant 


which meant I flew as wingman to the Kommodore. On 20 July 1940, before the start of the so called Battle of Britain, our ‘old! 

Kommodore, Oberst Theo Osterkamp received orders (0 leave the Gescbteuder in the hands of Werner Molders. At that time, being 48 
years of age, Osterkamp was the oldest Kommodore to serve in a fighter Geschwwader. Newly promoted to Major, Molders had been shot down 
in France with JG 53 and taken prisoner before being released on $0 June. Of course, he was already very wellknown and I felt it would be an 
iri he kept me as his Adjudant and Rottenflleger. He took over the Geschwuder about one week later and kept me at his side. 

The first operational mission flying at the head of the Gesehwuder occurred on Sunday, 28 July and nearly ended in catastrophe. We flew 
towards England. The mission nearly over, Milders ordered the Geschwader to turn for home while he decided to fly some distance from the 
rest of the unit, perhaps s0 that he could observe things from a better position. Molders and I thus found ourselves alone at 748,000 metres We 
knew that our situation was dangerous; we could be attacked by Spitfires, but even worse was the fact that it could get out that a Kommodone 
Ind flown over England alone with his wingman. Goring had personally written an order to forbid such a situation; he wanted to preserve his 
Kommodore\ When we decided (o turn back, we spotted three Spitfires flying 1-2,000 metres below us. Molders called me and just said:*Let’s 
shoot them down?'They had not seen us coming out of the sun and our higher position gave us a good advantage. Molders approached the 
‘enemy aircraft and took up a good position. At that moment, having the task of watching our backs, | spotted more aircraft and warned him. 

ebtung! A Staffel abouw us and anotber one in our back!” Mokiers answered:"Be quiet! They're ours!” | trusted him: from afar, aircraft are 
‘only small dots and are very difficult to identify. The ‘Staffeln’ quickly approached us. Now, we saw with horror, that they were not friends 
‘Coming in from a higher position, they opened fire. We maintained direction, approaching the three Spitfires which had not seemed to notice 


hon 


Molders started shooting and a Spitfire went down. Suddenly, we were surrounded by bullets and were forced to fly away: We dived away 
in opposite directions. very quickly dropped down by 4,000 metres, losing my Kommodore. had to make some sharp manouvers and I finally 
succeeded escaping the British. I landed safely and discovered that my engine had been hit twice. 

But I was very anxious to know what had happened to my Kommodore.As soon as I was on my legs, was told that Molders had already 
landed, but that he was wounded, His aircraft had been hit several times and he had taken a hit in his left knee.At that very moment, he was 
‘on his way to hospital 

Goring had already been informed of his fate. That sime day. | was ordered to call him personally. did it with considerable anxiety and I 
received the biggest bawling out of my whole life, Fortunately, Mélders was not long in coming back. We all remembered for a long time after 
that, his first Abscbuss with JG 51! 


RIGHT. Lufiwalfe units often went to grcat lengths to 
Censure that their aircraft were concealed from the aie 


BELOW. View showing 4 typical 
dispersal area in France in the 
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‘of July 1940. 


LEFT AND ABOVE: Staffel JG 51 9 
when Ofw Oskar Sicking 


hat many INE 109% ran short of 


ty made it hack to France of had 
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HORRIDO® emblem of 3./30 2 


Mosserschmitt Bf 109 E-4 of 3./JG 2 

This unidentified Bf 109 E-4 of 3./G 2 exhibits two variations from finishes seen on other 
unit. Finished in an 02/71 scheme with heavy fuselage mottie of the same colours, it ca 

beneath the windscreen and the width of the black borders of the Balkenkreuz have been 
reduce the visibility of the white segments. The yellow and blue “Horrido’ pennant on the 

by Helmut Wick as his personal emblem, was designed by Uftz. Franz Jaenisch. the colours « 
‘Swedish connections of the one-time Statfelkapitan, Hennig Strumpell 
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Werner Molders as a 


young Pronieefahnrich 


latking on a fleld 


a 


Werner 
Molders 


Youth 

Werner Molders was born at 
Gelsenkirchen/Westfalia on. 18 March 1913. At 
the time of Werner's birth his father, Victor, was 
working as a teacher in England but with the 
‘outbreak of war in August 1914 he was forced 
» escape home to Germany aboard a neutral 
Durch ship. On returning home, he joined the 
German Army and was. subsequently 
commissioned as a Leuinant, oly to be killed 
while serving with Injuntrie. Regiment 14S 
near Vauquois on the Argonne Front on 2 March 1915 shortly before Werner's second birthday. 
Following the death of her husband his mother, Anna-Maria, returned to her family in 
Brandenbury/avel, faced with the dificult task of raising four children (Hans, Anne-Marie, Werner 
and Victor) on her own. The Mollers family were devout Catholics but lived in a very steong 
Protestant environment. Since religion can often offer a form of lonely sanctuary, Weer developed 

10 4 Very serious boy and would retain a seriousness all his lie. 


is Service in the Army 

©. Deciding to follow in his father's footsteps, Werner wanted to become an army officer. 
. Obtaining his ‘Abitur at the age of 17, he enlisted in the small army allowed to 
Germany by the provisions of the 1919 Versailles Treaty, On 1 April 1931, he joined 
ILAR 2 at Allenstein in East Prussia. In October 1932, he was transferred to the 
Kricgsschule at Dresden and to the Pionlerscbule at Ménchen in June 1932. With 
aviation becoming the great dream of many young Germans who remembered the 
First World War exploits of Bolcke and von Richthofen, the rise to power of the 
National Socialist Party in 1933 and the creation of a new air force gave Wermer the 
opportunity to transfer to that arm of the services. But, as with his. future 
contemporary Adolf Galland, Molders would also suffer problems. Whereas Galland's 
eyes were deficient, Molders suffered from a fear of heights, a fear that he would 
conquer with a major effort of willpower 


Service in the Luftwaffe 


On 6 February 1934 Molders Joined the DVS (Deutsche Verkebrsfllegerscbule) at 
Conbus and remained there until the end of that year Following his promotion to 
Leutnant on 1 March 1934, he trained with Kampfliegerscbule Tutow and Jagdfliegerschule 
Scbleissbeim wntit the middle of 1935. On 1 July 1935, he was transferred to Mlegergruppe 
Sehwerin,a ground support unit which was later redesignated 1/St.G. 162 Jmmelmann. Flying He 
15s und He 46s, he was transferred to fighters the following year. Promoted to Oberleutnant on 1 
April 1936, he led the Jagdscbulstaffel of UL)G 134 Horst Wessel at Werl in Westfalia where his 
commanding officer was Major Theodor Osterkamp,a veteran of the First World War, credited with 
32 aerial victories. On 15 March 1937 Molders took command of 1 Staffel of L/JG 334 at Wiesbaden 


and his unit, equipped with the Heinkel He $1, would be successively redesignated 1/G 133, and 
then LG $3 Pie As 


The Spanish Civil War 


The seriously:minded Molders was still a bachelor when he was sent to Spain in May 1938. On the 
240) of that month, he succeeded Adolf Galland as Kapitan of 3,/) 88. This was the first time that 
the paths of the two men crossed At the same time, the obsolete He $1 were replaced by the new 
WWE 109 Dora which would later be replaced by the Emil becoming the best fighter used by either 
side during the Spanish Civil War Combining his own abilities with the qualities of the 
Messerschmitt fighter, Molders quickly achieved success and in his first aerial engagement, shot 
down an +15, Four days later, two further victories were added, another F15 and an 1-16.With the 
exception of an SB-2 shot down on 23 August 1938, Molders would claim only Polikarpov fighters 
until the end of his stay in Spain. On his return to Germany on 5 December 1938, he was credited 
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with 14 victories plus an additional three that were unconfirmed. Prometed yo Hauphmannt aa 
highest scoring German ace of the Spanish Civil War, he was then temporariy ssipoed (28 
been Galland carier) 10 the Air Ministry 10 study and improve fighter tactics based uPoe 
experiences gained during the Spanish confit. His influence was to be enormous 1 that he 
proposed the deployment of a loose formation of four aircraft ~ the Schwarm’ ~ teroken wp 
two elements of two ~ the ‘Rofte’ 


The ‘Sitzkrieg’ 
While Galland was transfered t 
wen ot gt unit ead 3.1 53 (ormeri1 9G 133). was during th 
pone at Vat (Papa due to is sous aature experience and righty This nickname was 
pox mnie fens Du one which was born out of respect. None feared Miers and he 
ae eerie aat amongs his plots He was not an impetuous man and could dink yas of beer 
ba never two! 
dime, then the Stshriog- or Pncy War = was to prove that he was an excell fighter po 0d 
sarscton stration tothe new campagen was. ocverthles, quite uneting,On 8 September 
WOUO be ed nce crhcr BU 109s n an stack on sx French Curtiss H75s 0f GC WA north of 
Karlsruhe. In the ensuing dogfight, Molders’ Bf 109 was heavily damaged, forcing him to crash, a 
ai yar Welfesmeticr Tapped in his cockpit and slighay wounded, be had 10 walt fora focal 
aoa reat eas hia. strange he French pls involved csimed two victories, atrbuted 
thre ples 7 Cracant being creed wit wo cms combined with wo ex 
ers covered uy ant mein ist vicory ver the or we ay 
pustom tg Ter he destroyed another 173 of GC IVS from 3 pat 
Be ee ones oe was able to bale out of this aircraft whic 


Schlachh UG 2 equipped with the Hs 123, Molders returned 
time that he acquired 


crashed near Merzig. : 
[ter being promoted Kommundeur of IL/G 53, Molders celebrated his new command 
shooting down a Blenheim 1 (16694) of No. $7 Sqn engaged in reconnaissance along the M 
‘on 30 October 1939 but would have to wait until 22 December to obtain his thind victory 
France. While escorting a Do 17 P of 1,(F)/123. he attacked some fighters ident 
but which were in fact, Hurricane Is of No, 73 Sqn RAF With his wingman, Obit v 
down two (L1967 and N2385) near Budange. With the onset of bad weather the first months o 
1940 were quiet but on 2 March, at the end of a very scrappy encounter, HHptm Mokiers and | 
Neuboff were able to claim two Hurricanes (L1808 and L19S8) from No. 73 Sqn which erashe 
near Metz. The following day, again around Metz, Molders engaged a Morane Saulnier 406 of Gc 
11/3.This was claimed destroyed but, in fact, C/C Koerber, although wounded, managed (0 lant 
damaged aircraft at Toul airfield. On 26 March, another MS 406 was clsimes! near Tees ur the 
proved to be a Hurricane of No. 73 Sqn whose pilot, F/O Edgar James Cobber’ Kain of the RNZA\ 
baled out after having previously been shot down on 2 March! On 2 April, another Hurricane 
ime from No. 1 Sqn, was shot down near St Avold but the pilot was able to forcedand his heavily 
damaged fighter behind the Allied lines and avoid capture j 
On 20 April, IIL/JG $3 were flying in the Zweibrucken area where they encountered Criss 
1475s of GC IV escorting a Potez 63.11 reconnaissance aircraft of GR 1/36. In the combat that 
ensued, antiaircraft guns shot at both sidest An 11.75 N°136 fell to Molders while another was 
damaged by Alak.The pilot, C/C Cruchand, was seriously wounded but managed to crash-land he 
fighter near Biesbriick. On 23 April, Molders claimed 
his last victory of the Sitzkrieg when he shot down a 
Hurricane 1 (N2391) of No. 73 Sqn during the 
morning near SiercklesBains, the pilot, Sgt C 
‘Campbell parachuting to safety. During this campaign, 
ptm. Molders was credited with nine additional 
victories while Adolf Galland flew only ground 
support. By the time Galland did transfer to the fighter 
arm, Werner Molders had 25 official victories. 


The Campaign in the West 

On 10 May 1940, TIL/G $3 was based at Wiesbaden 
airfield and Molders had to wait four days before he 
was credited with his first victory during the invasion: 
‘of the West, this being a Hurricane on the Lith of the 
month. During the first days of the attack and mainly 
‘over France, IIL/JG 53 had to escort the bombers and 
were ordered not to attack enemy fighters. On 15 May, 


hed as“ Morancs 
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Ts WE 109 Bet was 
presented to Molders 
by the people of the 
Siar mountains The 
inscription on 

the nose reads 

Sturbengmann Glick 
auf’ With luck from 
the people of Saar’) 


another Hurricane was claimed by the 

Kommandeur, but it would bea French cockade 
that was later painted on the rudder of all his 
aircraft to record that particular victory. On 17 
May, IIL[G 53 was transferred to Dowzy, near 
Sedan in France from where the unit flew air 
cover sorties over the Wibrmacht spearheads 
advancing near Cambrai, On 19 May, Molders 
Was credited with a ‘P36! (almost certainly. a 
Bloch 152, which way often confused with the 
(Curtiss), During the evening of the 20th, Molders 
claimed his 18th victim, a British bomber 
described ay a ‘Wellesley’ On 21 May, three 
MS 4068 were shot down (apparently aircraft 
from GC V6 and I1L/6) and on the 22nd, it was 
the tun of a Potez 63.11, N'315 of GAO 1/514, 
shot down near Montagne de Reims. Another 
Morine was lost during the evening of 25 May 
(Molders’ 18th vietory) and on the 27th, ewo Blochs, thought to have been from GC U8, were claimed 
south of Amiens. 

With 20 victories over France and 14 in Spain, Molders was awarded the Ritterkreuz which 
was presented to him on Loe airfield, near Le Selve. On 31 May, near Abbeville, Molders shot down 

LeO 451 of Gib 1/12 On 3 June, during Operation Paula (aunched primarily as a propaganda 
operation), Mélders claimed two victories ~ a Curtiss H.75 (which, in fact, was a Bloch 152, and 
which was subsequently identified on his rudder with a British roundel!) and, very unusually, a 
Spitfire. Exactly, what a Spitfire was doing near Paris at a time when all RAF units had retreated to 
tieir bases in England to fight over Dunkirk is unclear. The ‘Spitfire’ was probably a D.520 of GC 
V/3, Two days later, Molders experienced altogether different circumstances. At around noon, he 
Was credited with the destruction of a Bloch 152 (N°651 of GC 1/8?) and a Potez 63.11 (N°250 of 
GAO 5012) and later that afternoon, whilst on his second mission of the day, he spotted some 

Moranes” attacking some BE 109s. He decided to intervene but the “MS 406s" turned out to be 
potent D.520s of GC 11/7. Having under estimated the enemy type, Molders was shot down by S/Lt 
René Pommier Layrargues, his Bf 109 E3 crashing near Canly. Molders was able to parachute to 
safety, but was captured on the ground by soldiers of 195e RALT, an artillery unit who set upon 
him before an officer intervened. Interested in the man who shot him down, Molders asked to 
meet him, only to find that Pommier Layrargues was already dead, having been brought down and 
killed at Marissel a few minutes after their engagement. 

Molders ended the Wesifeldzug in a French POW camp at Montferrand. With the fall of France, 
he was eventually freed at the end of June 1940 and this is where there is cause for some 
interesting speculation! If he had been captured by the British in May, he would almost certainly 
have been sent to a POW camp in Canada, ending the war in safety and terminating the career of 
4 great pilot. But as a prisoner of the French, he was liberated and became ~ posthumously ~ a 
fying legend. Which was the better fate? 


The two young. 
Geschwader- 
kommogore, Werner 
Molders and Adolf 
Galland in discussion 
with Reichsmarschall 
Hermann Goring at 0 
unidentified location in 
France during the 
summer of 1940. 


Siting in the cockpit 
‘of his BF 109 EWemer 
Molders is seen here 
deseribing another 
sortie: 


The Battle of Britain 
After a short period of leave, Molders, promoted to Major on 19 
July. returned to IILJG 53, Soon afterwards, however, be left to take 
‘over command of JG 51.A% that time,Adolf Galland was appointed 
to lead IILAG 26 after tuving shot down 14 planes in the 
Westfeldzug whilst with JG 27. 

As is often the case, establishing a new command proved 
hectic for Molders. On 28 July, the new Kommodore damaged a 
Spitfire 1 (P9429) of No. 41 Sqn, RAF Wounded in the thigh. the 
pilot, F/O A.DJ, Lovell, managed to land his damaged aircraft at 
Hornchurch. F/O Lovell survived to become an ace in his own 
right, only to be killed in a flying accident in 1945. Shortly 
afterwards, Molders himseif was shot down by F/L4 John Webster 
fof the same Sqn. This was Webster's fifth claim but he was killed 
on 5 September 1940 when his parachute failed to open after 
baling out following a collision with another Spitfire of 41 
Sqn (Author's note: another source attributes this claim to the 
‘ace, Sailor’ Malan of 74 Sqn - see page 17) Wounded in the knee, 
Molders was able to force-land his damaged Bf 109 on the French 
coast. He returned to his unit on 7 August, but would have to wait 
some time before he could fly again. 

(On 26 August 1940, Molders submitted his 
27th claim, another Spitfire By 
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September, his score had reached 40 enemy 
aircraft shot down, proof that the battles over England were very intense 2 ™ 
on that day, he was was credited with two more Spitfires (X4417 and N32 
‘of No. 92 Sqn and was awanded the Oak Leaves to his Rit 

‘only the second member of the German armed forecs to receive 


rhereuz. He was 


decoration. Four days later, Adolf Galland also received the award, becoming 
the third person to do so. It was at about this time that German newspapers 
devised a kind of competition between the two aces. One publication w 
be for Molders’ another “for Galland”; in reality however, Molders was 
interested in such “competition” He told Galland:“In this 1 
the Richthofen and I the Bolcke™ ~ yet further proof that the sen 


you will D 


Kommodore was more interested in tactics than glory 
Molders score continued to increase; on 2 


‘over Kent, possibly P9364 of No. 2 


three Hurricane Is (P3896,V7251 and V7426) 


three more Hurricanes on 22 October (possibly from Nos 
46 and 257 Sqns) off the English coast. Molders now had 
his fiftieth victory. Galland reached this total cight days 
later. From the beginning of October, Molders became the 
first pilot to test the new BE 109 F in combat, which soon proved supenior tc 
contemporary British fighters. Certainly, this also helped in his subsequent 
successes 

After spending a few days leave skiing, JG 51's Kommod 
action at the beginning of 1941. Exploiting the relative inactivity of the 
Luftwaffe in the west (the German High Command was preparing to attack the 
Soviet Union and had moved many units to the eas, the RAF were beginning 
‘er France and the fighting now took place mainly off the 
Spitfires (his $7eh and $8th 


returned to. 


to conduct sorties 
French coast. On 20 February, Molders claimed tw’ 
victories), Five days later, a Spitfire Il (X4592 of No. 611 Sqn) was shot down, 
and on the following day he scored his GOth victory. Galland had to wait until 
15 April to attain the same score. 

‘On 13 March, Molders shot down another British ace, S/Lair Aeneas Donald! 
MacDonnel. MacDonnel, from No. 64 Sqa, was born in Baku in 1913, and was 
the 22nd Hereditary Chief of the Glengarry Glan. Leading a sweep over 
Northern France, MacDonnel (credited with nine or ten victories) was shot 
down by Molders (his 62nd victory) and baled our into the Channel, He was 
rescued by a German motor boat but remained a prisoner of war until 1945. 


September, it was a Spitfire 
qn. piloted by Set Emest Scott, who wat 
killed after having shot down a Bf 109 - his fifth confirmed victory. On 1 
October, another Spitfire 1 went down (X4562 of No. 66 Sqn) 
No. 145 Sqn. On 17 Octobe 


diders claimed another Spitfire (RG800 LZ-N of No.66 Sqn.) 


Ang himself skiing 
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‘The new versions of the Hurricane and Spitfire 
Proved no match for the Bf 109 F This is well 
indicated by a list of Moldery's claims for the period! 


IS Apel Hurricane Il of No.615 Sqa 

JGApril_ two Hurricane Ils of No.601 Sqn. 
Cone claimed as a *Spittire™) 

4 May — Hurricane II (23087) of No.601 Sqn 

@May Hurricane Il (22743) of No.601 Sqn 

S May Spitfire Il of No.92 Sqn. 


Molders’ aerial victories declined following the 
transfer of JG 51 to the Fast On 21 June, Adolf 
Galland = then with 69 claims ~ was the first Luftwaffe pilot to add the Swords to his Ritterkrewz 
‘On the eve of Barbarossa ~ the German invasion of the Soviet Union, Molders had ‘only’ 68 claims, 
ion, he claimed an 1-154 (which must have brought back memories of 


but on the day of the inv 


Spain!) and three SB-2s shot down. He was awarded the Swords but this time as the second pilot 
to receive the decoration. 
At this time, Soviet 


ircraft and pilots were seen as generally inferior to their German 
‘counterparts and this enabled Molders and his men to claim unprecedented scores and on 30 June, 
hie was credited with the destruction of no fewer than five enemy aircraft. By 15 July 1941, on his 
291st combat mission he claimed his 100th and 10st victories and was awarded the Diamonds to 
his Ritrerkerew=. By comparison, Galland, would have to wait until 28 January 1942 for this 
decoration. 


By this time, Molders had achieved an almost mythical status, seen to be deserving of 
protection’. He was ordered not to fly (ugeerbor’) to avoid risking his life at the front and was 
transferred to the Air Ministry in Berlin. On 7 August 1941, he was promoted to Inspector of 
Fighters and left his unit and on 13 September 1941, he married Louise Baldauf, the widow of a 
fallen comrade 

Molders could haye remained safely at the Ministry, close to his wife, but he was preoccupied 
swith the Soviet campaign and visited the Eastern Front many times. In the autumn of 1941, he went 
to the Crimea to lead the combined operations of Stukas and fighters where he discovered an 
important supply problem which he tried to resolve. In spite of the Fugerbot, he wanted to have 
x clearer picture of the situation in the air by flying again. On 8 and 11 November, Molders 
borrowed a BE 109 of IIL/JG 77 and shot down three more Soviet aircraft over Sevastopol and the 
Kertsch peninsula, though he did not record them officially, Future Ritterkreuztrager, Herbert 
Hohne, remembered serving as Molders’ wingman at this time. After spotting enemy aircraft, the 
Inspector led his Kaczmarek, giving him instructions by radio 
uld seem that ‘Watt 
ved the role of counsellor’ and adviser: 
1 17 November 1941, Generatoberst Ernst Udet 
is called back to Berlin to 


and ‘donating’ him his victories. It w 
Molders 


committed suicide and Molders 


The rudder of Molden 
186-109 F (note rounded 
starboard wing tip 
background) displaying 
S54 Abschuss' bars 


to mid October 1940 


Oberstlcutnant Moers 
as photographed by bis 
wife at his desk att 
Air Ministry just before 
leaving for the Eastern 
Front 


assist with the funeral, Four days later, he began his journey to the capita 
as a passenger in a He 111 of IIL/KG 27 piloted by Obit. Kolbe, an 
former flyer from Spain. The weather was bad and following an interim 
stop at Lemberg, the Heinkel took off again but the weather con 


continued to deteriorate, Near Breslau, the port engine failed 
crew tried to land at the nearest available airfield, Schmiedefeide. At low 
altitude, the second engine cut and the He 111 °1G+TH® hit the ground 
hear Martin Quander Farm at N°132 Flughafenstrasse, Molders was killed 
at 11.30 on 
Adolf Galland. 
As is often the case after a plane crash (Balbo, Sikorsky, T 
muimours circulated in some quarters about a plot to kill Molders but post 


2 November. He was succeeded as Inspector of Fighters by 


war research has found these to be totally without foundation. It &s truc tha 


Catholic, criticised the Nazi Party many times for its activities against 


Germany's greatest ace for such beliefs at such a critical period in the w 


‘opinion, inconceivable, 


Wemer Molders was buried in the Invalidenfriedbof at Berlin where M 
already lay. His Geschwader, JC 

Asa postscript to this biography it fs worth quoting the words of anc 
mur Jagdfiieger Mol 
was more than that! 


1, later adopted the honour name a 


“Wir ware 


$ uvas mebr als das!™ “We were onl 


i" “Rs 


WHE-Agust 1940 


RIGHT. An unidentified 
Br 109 Ba of IHG $1 
believed to have been 
photographed in France 
‘during the early 
summer of 1940, 
Just visible bene: 
‘cockpit is the emblem, 
of MAG 51, 

‘Axt von Niederthein’ 


KET: 6.109 BL White 7° of 1G 27 in Hight over 
France in August 1940, Note the yellow engine cowling, 
the Gruppe emblem and the two-coloured spanner, with, 
the Up in the Staffel colour of white 


Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 1./JG 27 circa mid-August 1940 
This Bf 109 E-1 of 1./JG 27 was finished in an upper Seaoaaeaaace of RLM 02/73. 
with the fuselage sides being covered with a light coating of mottled RLM 02 over the 
RLM 65. The upper and lower cowlings have been painted yellow, as was probably the 
rudder. Likewise, It appears that the spinner is also yellow with possibly one quarter left In 
the original RLM 70 black-green with the tip being painted white in the Staffel colour, 


ABOVE. Ofw Ewin Leykaut ci ockpit of White 12° at 
Guines sometime in early August 1940.As can be seen in this 
photograph, Leykaus is wearing ordinary shocs rather than fying boots 
This was not a uncommon practice as ia the event of the piloy 


ditching. was easier to remove shoes than the more cumbersome 

fying boots. 

RIGHT. to this photograph, Erwin Leykauf has now settled in the Rae 
mekpit of White 12"-Of note are the small proportions of both the h 


craft number and fuselage Balkenkreuz 


“It was a wonder that I was 


not shot at...” 
Stecrriep Beruke, JG 2 


was born on 24 June 1916 in Strassen, Pomerania, My mother’s brother, Erich Voss, was in the LaftuvajJe 

Guring the First World War but he was shot down and killed in 1918 whilst serving as an aircraft 

“observer. In 1934, there was high unemployment in Germany. At the same time the military beyan to 
Expand. There was also no opportunity for me to find higher education so as to develop a career I was 
interested in becoming a pilot due to the fact that my uncle had been in the air force At the beginning 
0 1935, after had taken my Abitur,1 went into the Navy to become a naval pilot. I reported to the naval 
Schiool in Flensburg Then I was transferred to the Luftwaffe in 1986 where I completed the A. 1i,and ¢ 
¢blind-fying) courses at Celle, 

‘My first unit assignment was at Bad Aibling The unit later was redesignated JG $1. Douglas Pitcairn 
was my Slaffellkapitan. was in his Staffel for one and a half years. Shorty before the war starved. was 
Transferred to Herzogenaurach. Then I went to Pirstenfeldbruck to an Ergdnzungsstaffel with which | went to 
Merseburg. On 1 May 1940, was assigned to 2G 2, the Stafelkapitan of which was Iptm. Kart Heinz Greiser who has & 


‘During the French campaign, | scored four kills. My first kill was on 14 May near Sedan. attacked a Morane f 
under my two cannon. The other three kills were a Potex 63 (in our archive its listed as a Blenheim on 25 May at 
Con 26 May at 09.40),and a LeO 451 Cin reality a Douglas DIB 7 at 20.10). After shooting down the later I attacked « scons 
myself shot down over Amiens. The combat had taken place on 31 May at lowlevel and I was shot down either By she kun 


by Mak, | bailed out.The LeOs had attempted to attack German troops. | landed between the lines ancl | was rescued by Gers r 
On the other side were coloured French colonial troops and it was a wonder that I was not shot at. I had to go (0 a hospital ip Koln since 
sustained concussion and I was supposed to stay there ten days but I returned to my Staffel earty on 4 June without the doctors permal 


My unit's doctor hadn’t given me permission to fly since my injury had not healed. The nit moved from ane hase 10 
conclusion of the campaign 

‘We deployed to the area of Rouen. I was promoted to Slaffelkapitiin when the previous commankler tonk over & Grgpp, | commanded 
the Staffet for two and a half years until October 1942. 

During the Battle of Britain, I shot down Spitfires and Hurricanes. On my first mission over England. on 11 August. | shes down iso 
Hurricanes over Southampton at 4,000 metres. | attacked them from behind and the first Hurricane immediately exploded and I had 49 sur 
to avoid the debris.The pilot of the second Hurricane hailed out. My Staffel reported two other Hurricanes shot down during that clash. one 
being claimed by the future Schwertertrager, Fu Erich Rudorffer. 


JUHE-AVgust 1940 


RIGHT AND BELOW: ‘1M 109 161 of an unidentified Jagdgeschwader, 
3.1G 2, probably seen in France during the summer of 1940, 
raft i Yellow 8’ and ~ as is evident from the damage 
(othe cockpit 


‘Thumb and Hat emblem of 
TG 2 


Messorschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 7./JG 2 
“White 5' of 7./JG 2 Is finished In an upper surface scheme of RLM 02/71 
with the of the fuselage ani 


ind rudder covered In a fairly dense 
mottle same. It carries th F style I.Gruppe symbol aft of the 
Balkenkreuz and on the cowling, the 7.Staffel ‘Thumb on a Top Hat’ emblem 
dosigned by Loutnant Hans Schmidt and Oberfoldwebel Erwin Klee. 


IKE. 6 109 BA White 5° of 7G 2 
ets airborne from one of the airfields 
{in the Pas de Calais during the early 
summer of 1940 Visible on the 
‘cowling is the 7, Staffet ‘Thumb on a 
‘Top Har emblem 
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August 


TUHE-AVgust 1940 June- 


LEFTAND BELOW. Two photographs showing a visiting He 111 
landing at JG 2' aiefield at Octeville in early August 1940, OF note 
‘on the JG 2 BU 109 in the foreground, is the heavily applied stipple 

‘over the RLM 65 on the fiselage side and the motor cae 
~ {ype rear view mirror mounted on the canopy framework. 


9./JG 2 
“Stechmicke’ 
(Mosquito) emblem 


Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 9./JG 2 
‘Yellow 8' of 9./JG 2 Is believed to have been the usual mount of Lt. Rudo 
the designer of the Staffel emblem which consisted of a black and white “Stec 
(mosquito) superimposed on a black-bordered white disc. The aircraft is 

been finished in a high demarcation of RLM 70/71 scheme with heavy fuselag 
02 and 71 and carries the earlier Ill, Gruppe symbol aft of the Balkenkrew 

thin black border. In addition to the Staffel emblem the JG 2 shies was carrie 
windscreen on both sides of the fuselage. 


bers of his 


IBFD. Along. with 


sgrounderew, Gefr Josef Jupp" Bigse is seen, 
here sitting on the port wing of his 

C109 BI "Dlack 9’ of 8 JG 2 at Octeville 

near Le Havre in early August 1940. The LEFT. Ode. Hetonue Wick 
‘clearly visible ‘Springwolf Staffel emblem tn carty August whide deserang 


was taken from the family coatofarms of 
the Staffelkapitan, Hptm Alexander vor 
Winterfeldt who by this time, had been 
Promoted to take command of HG 52, 
his position as Staffetkapitin taken by 
‘Oblt 


dogfight to fis Koeamanticur, Mt 
Hennig Ssrtmpstl 
ccaropign wath 14 claims Wick was 


promoted to command $/KG 2.00 2 
June 1940 


Mosserschmitt Bf 109 E-3./JG 51 

This Bf 109 E-3 of 1./JG 51, ‘White 7" Is finished in an upper sche 
heavy fuselage mottle of both upper colours. Beneath the wir 
1./JG 51 ‘Kitzbiheler’ goat emblem while beneath the rear of 
emblem of a stylised running mouse carrying a revolver. A Lut . 
Gruppe who was interrogated at this time, stated that this unit was known as 


64 @ Battle of Britain 


HAG 54 
‘Lion of Asper’ emblem 


8./1G 26 
‘Adamson’ emblem 


JHE-AUgust 1940 


“My aircraft rolled over and went into fr 
a spin...” 


RupoLF ROTHENFELDER, JG 2 


command of Obit, Walter Oesiu with Major Siegfried Lehmann as Gruppenkommandeur of L Gruppe, 

soon succeeded by Hpi. Hannes Trautlott. On 15 March 1940, several pilots were posted to the newly- 
created IIL)G 2 under Major Dr. Mix. Together with my friend Peter Neumann-Merkel, was posted to 9, 
Staffel under the command of Obit, Hannes Rodel. [designed the Staffel emblem ~ a stinging fly on a yellow 
background which was our Staffel colour 

Following the successful campaign in the West, we left Evrewx:West in France on 1 July 1940 to go to 
Frankfurt Rhein/Main where we stayed until 26 July. We then returned to Evreux from where we started 
‘our'Battle of Baitain’, On 29 July, our Geschwader moved to Le Hayre-Octeville from where We would fly 
against England, The Geschwuderstab together with the Land Il, Gruppen moved to BeaumontLe Roger 
Where there were intensive preparations for the offensive. On 4 August, our Gesebicuder was ready for action, 

Equipment for our pilots was wellsuited for the envionment. We received a number of items which enabled us to survive over the Channel 
Front First there was the yellow Kabos life jacket which was later replaced by an inflatable life vest.A flare pistol with the appropriate flares was 
attached (0 our lex and was to assist us by making us more observable if we went into the drink’. Supplementing this was the yellow-lye pouch, 
‘Which would make it easier to spot us in the water from the air. Special attention was given to the pouch which contained our emengency sea 
rations. Besides chocolate with caffeine, Pervitin tablets, and various other items, there was a small bottle of French cognac which needed to be 
continually replaced! At first flying over the Channel from Le Havre to the Isle of Wight was considered very difficult but we took measures to 
counter this fear. Before our fighters took-off, our ‘Nebelkraben’ Csmoke crows'or pathfinders) lay down a smoke trail using smoke canisters 
Which our fighters could follow.This enabled us to get our bearings, especially so when one of our comrides went into the water We could then 
report (o the Air Search and Rescue as to what number cannister was the closest. The greatest disidvantage of course, was the fact that the British 
would also sce the smoke and they would know for certain when we would arrive and the course which our formations would be fying. Ie wasn't 
ong before we had to relinquish the services of our Nebelierdben’. For sea rescue we used other measures. Neither the so-called Udet-buoys’ nor 
the floats did the trick. Despite the prominent display of the Red Cross on their wings and fuselage, they were shotup by the British. The best 
mearis of survival turned out to be the rubber dinghy which was dropped by parichute and the good old life jacket, not to mention the other 
fescue equipment. Last but not least, we trusted our comrades who reported our location on their return flight. They did everything, humanly 
Possible to assure that every means was taken to successfully rescue ts 

| must sing song of praise to our comrades in the Navy and their rescue boats. These were small fast boats which were always ready to go 

to action when we were flying against England and many of our comrades thanked them for saving their lives.The sime praise must also go to 
the crews who were active in the Air Search and Rescue Service who flew the flying boats, the He 59 and the Dornier Wal. 

The period 4-10 August was used to acquaint ourselves with the different conditions of the Channel Front and the North Sea and to keep 
the Channel under surveillance. In between these sorties, we Were always at readiness to take-off which was a policy which had been in effect 
since the start of the war and which was co-ordinated between the individual Staffetn of the Gruppe. Occasionally, we had ‘visitors from the other 
side’ which triggered an immediate emergency take-off, but these were often without suecess. With a feeling of great suspense, we awaited our 
first operational orders to fly over to the ‘opposite side’To our surprise, on 10 August 1940, as we gathered together and chatted in our excellent 
accommodation, our squadron leader, Hannes Riders, was called to a briefing by the Kommandeur that evening at 21,30. We awaited with great 
anticipation for his return and it tuned out fo be true—the time had come. Right up until midnight, we discussed the details of the forthcoming 
mission, We would first fly at lowdevel (o transfer to Cherbourg Théville where other single- and twin-engine fighter units would assemble before 
flying in the direction of the Isle of Wight at noon. The operation was “Top Secret’—the news was even to be kept from our ground personnel. 

Everything happened the next morning —we took off at 08.06 hours from Le Havre and we arrived at Cherbourg:Théville at 08.45 hours. Units 
‘came from every conceivable dircetion—the 1. and fl. Gruppen including the JG 2 Geschwader Staff, our comrades from the Molders 
Jagdgeschnwader and several twinengined Zerstorer units landed at the base. After receiving final insteuctions, we took-off on our first mission 
against England at 1055 hours on 11 August 1940. It was a truly uplifting sight to see what we had assembled in the ale-They came not only from 
Cherbourg but also the other airfields in the region, There were 400-500 fighters and Zerstorer (Me 109 Es and Me 110s) which were flying at 
Yarious altitudes towards the Ise of Wight. Our Staffel flew top cover at about 9000 metres and we could see, in the distance, that our fear that. 
the British would not come up to engage us was groundless, Over Portland there was already an intensive air combat in progress and we could 
see the first parachutes drifting to earth. In the water below, we recognised green patches which indicated our pilots.The enemy had sent up 500 
aircraft—Spitfires, Hurricanes and Beaufighters—which were now engaged in wild dogfights with us, 

1 was flying ina Rotte element with Oberleutnant Fricke, who was flying his first combat sortie, when we were attacked from above and out 
of the sun by six Spitfires. Over the radio, I warned my comrade who unfortunately failed to react.As the Spitfire Was getting into position behind 
‘me, I pulled up at full throttle and my aircraft rolled over and went into a spin right into the mass of fighting aircraft until I reached about 6000 
‘metres, where I was able to bring my aircraft under control and pull out of the dive. I saw Fricke’s aircraft burning and diving towards the earth 
but he was unable £0 bail out. 

The first combat had (0 be broken off when we were low on fuel. Obit. Roders and 11. Kluge had each shot down a Hurricane. As I was fying 
back to base, 1 caught a Spitfire which went into the sea burning but unfortunately I did not have a witness, 

‘The first battle of the campaign over Portland was very successful for us.According to our own reports, we had scored 153 kills and we had 
lost 48 aircraft. eannot vouch for the accuracy of these statistics but they must be fuirly accurate, 


if was bom on 7 November 1918 at Kaulering.In September 1939, | was a member of 1) 


ABOVE-The emblem of 4G 
hack details, 


low tiger's head with red, white and 


Mosserschmitt Bf 109 E-4 of Stab III/JG 54 

This Bf 109 E-4, flown by Obit. Albrecht Drehs, force-tanded at Hengrove neat 
Margato, Kent on 12 August. Upper surface camouflage Is RLM 02/74 with a 
indomly applied mottle to the sides of the fuselage and fin and rudder in a 
style common to JG 54, The Il./JG 54 emblem was carried on both sides of 
the cowling and the Stab Winkel and bar were white with a thin black border. 
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RIGHT. 4 rococs A the sme 


white. The MIL Gruppe 


which is superimposed 


and white Jouau' crows and there 
white aureraft silhouettes Ax ean 
be scen in the photograph, eve 

an this early date, JG 54 fat 
already begun to experiment with 
various pattems of adit 
‘colours to tone down the bist 
visible blue sles of their aircraft 


JUHE-AUgust 1940 


él 
asl 


Devil emblem of 
2./JG 52 (oarly) 


Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 2./JG 52 belonging to Uffz. Leo Zaunbrecher 

‘Rod 14’, the Bf 109 E-t of Uftz. Leo Zaunbrecher of 2./JG 52 was forced to land In a flold near Lewos after belny 
damaged In combat by P/O J. McLintock of 615 Sqn. during the early afternoon of 12 August 1940, It carried a 
high demarcation upper camouflage of RLM 02/71 and the red painted 2.Staffol ‘Little Devil’ emblem 
Superimposed on a white disc was painted on the port cowling only. The aircraft was also fitted with a rear view 
mirror mounted on the windscreen framing. Although shown in this profile with a red forward section, It Is 
understood that some eye-witness reports stated that the spinner was red. However, whether these reports 
referred to the entire spinner or just the tip is not known for certain. 


BELOW: August 
Selmeston, Sussex after be 


J Uff Zaunbrecher's C109 EA Red 14° of 2.6 5: 
damaged in an earlier dogfight above Hastings 


In a cornfield at Mays Purm, near 


June-Augus 


» Phase One © 69 
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40 


AHOVE: Obit. Wolfgang. wald, Staffetkapitin of discussion with 
Airfield personnel at Calais in August 1940 following tis return from a Nortie. His 
1109 BA "hck 1! can be seen behind 


kraut 


of 1.96 77 at Aalborg in Denmark relax 


LPApEE BEES sees 


Thltic and the Skagerak 


Mossorschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 6./JG 51 

Bf 109 E ‘Yollow 7° of 6,/JG 51 seen at the Aoropare at Buc near 
Versailles during the summer of 1940. Finished in what Is believed 
to be an upper surface scheme of 02/74, the fuselage sides aro 
heavily mottled in one or both of these colours. The 6.Staffel 
weeping bird emblem aft of the Balkenkrouz carries a red umbrella 
with brown or black details while the body of the bird Is 


understood to be brown with black and white detalls superimposed 
‘on a white shield with a thin black outline. It Is not known with 
any certainty if the ‘Gott Strafe England’ motto was carried 

beneath the bird. 


RIGHT, Members of LOVLG 2'relaxing: 
at readiness Third from left is Herbert 
Ihlefeld, 


Herbert 1nn, Pw Joset Oplodeck, 
Obit. Hermann-Friedrich Joppien 
Suaffelkapitin from 6 August), Uff 
Theit, Uff. Erwin 

Miller. Note the Mt 
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 E 
Camouflage and Markings 
1939-1940 


Cirtizing enue oth camoutage colours and pattems worn by Bt 109 Es dung 
the Battle of Britain presents an intriguing but complicated challenge, While it is known for 
the most part that the undersurface colour was usually a readily identifiable light blue, eg 
Light Blue 65 (RLM 65 Helibiau), the diversity in upper surtace patterns and colours is far more 
dificult to ascertain 


- 
rere 


ABOVE. A clear photoy 


applied to the BC 109 and the fact that there were many di 


unlikely that completion would have been stopped bees 


Mossorschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 1,/JG 1, later Ill. /JG 27 
A Bf 109 E- ‘Red 9’ of II1./JG 27 which, from careful study of photographs. appem 
finished In a single upper surtace colour of elther 70 oF 74. As with # number a 
Bf 109 E photographs that have been subjected to close scrutiny to date, no | 

M7 0:27 uppet surface colour has yet been determined. This has led to the bellef that. for whate 
‘esau! Krom’ emblem some of these early models carried, at least temporarily, a single colour upper surtac 


and conwting ; 


Splinter Scheme or Single Colour? 

A careful study of photographs of early Bf 109s reveals that the upper surface splinter 
camouflage patterns of Black-Green 70 (RLM 70 Schwarzgrin) and Dark Green 74 (RLM 74 
Dunkelgriin) were applied with sharply defined, angular demarcation lines in keeping with 
Standard Luftwaffe camouflage practice. The splinter patterns applied to the Bf 1098, C and D 
variants were similarly typical for the E-1 and €-3 which, as with the earlier models, displayed 
considerable variation on the fuselage sides where the pattern in plan view was extended down 
to meet the undersurface colour. This remained essentially unchanged until the final months of 
1939 when a more simplified form of 70/71 splinter pattern began to make its appearance on 
some E models. 

By the outbreak of war in September 1939, the camouflaged upper surfaces of Bf 109s 
were regularly identified as being ‘dark green’, implying the use of a single colour rather than the 
two dark greens officially specified by the Reichsluftfahrtministerlum (RLM) in L..0v.521/1 
issued in March 1938, Did these observations accurately record that a single upper camouflage 
colour was being used or did the low tonal contrast between them prevent clear identification of 


Messerschmitt Bf 109 E Camouflage Ty39 “Tt 92 hd 


LEED. "The original 


pete oh tes The Colours Change 
alee eerie The fighting in Poland made it clear that while the standard 70/71 Bf 109 camouflage scheme 
109 ES of G54 at the outbreak of war was more than adequate for ground concealment, the same did not apply 
JG 76) have been to peril combat. AS a result of these findings, numerous field trials to find 2 
iin Sebo replacement were undertaken during the winter of 1939-40 utilising various combin 
asecond colours Gringrau (aka RLM) 02, 70 and 71. The successful outcome of these trials resulted 
wes pane ‘a new camouflage pattern of 02 and 71 that was considered more practical for airto-air Comber 


colour has bee 
Identified with than the earlier schey 


certainty Green 70 in the pattern. Concurrently, the demarcation for the undersurface Blue 65 w 
Increased In height to cover approximately three-quarters of the fuselage sides, including 0 
entire vertical tall surfaces, Although this change effectively rest 
strict plan view of the aircraft, the actual height of the demarcation varied 


me, Accordingly, an order was issued dictating that 02 woulc 


tween the rear of the coc 


aircraft, most prominently on the rear fuselage b 
of the fin, 

Beginning in early 1940 with production of the Bf 109 E-4, the 02 
a8 a factory finish, whereas the earlier E models already in service app 


repainted at either local or unit level, with the attendant broad tation of the 

the two colours or, more simply, was this due to fading through inservice use and weathering? order. Some units were noticeably slower than others in implementing the change 

During late 1939 ~ early 1940 and with the Luftwaffe fully committed to its wartime those repainting their aircraft promptly, it must be realised that not ail arc € 
operations, the probability of a single upper camouflage colour being applied to individual would or could be repainted at the same time, On some aircraft the 02 #1 
aircraft or those of a specific unit is entirely credible. Although no valid or supportable 74 rather than the BlackGreen 70 as directed, while on many others 
documentary evidence of any Bf 109s with a single upper camouflage colour during this perlod tall and fuselage were repainted, leaving the wing and fuselage upper s 
has yet been discovered, it remains entirely plausible to assume that, for whatever reason, colours. That this occurred is evident from photographs and the contents 
some aircraft may have received a single colour finish to the upper surfaces on either 3 ‘summaries, which indicates that a number of Bf 109s in these ‘unofficial’ finis 
temporary or permanent basis. Into the earty autumn of 1940. Furthermore, it is entirely po 

In the recent careful examination of a number of good quality original photographs, the been either older aircraft or those held as reserve or ‘spare” air ngth 


presence of a single upper surface colour on some aircraft is strongly indicated as may be seen 
in the accompanying photographs. In the careful scrutiny of these original prints, to date, no 
discemible evidence of a second colour has been determined with complete certainty. 
Nevertheless, and until factual evidence to the contrary |s discovered, it may perhaps be 
presumed that contemporary references to a single dark green are nothing more than a broad 
generalisation of the camouflage colour, the singular ‘dark green’ reference possibly being due 
to the low tonal contrast between these two colours? 


RIGHT. The W109 ES 
Obl Hubert Krocek 
OfJG 53 as see 
November 1949.The 
aircraft was fn 


the then standard low 
emare 
‘camouflage of 70771 
‘over 65 undersurface 


. 


1939-T940 


JG 2 ‘Richthofen’ 
Goschwader badge as 
designed by 
Lt, Adalbert von Rothkitch und Panthen 


‘Two early 1940 photographs of 
Red 9! of 2G 2 in the newly 
applied 71/02 scheme with the 
[high demarcation line for the 
underside RLM 65, Also vise 
‘on the upper surfaces of 1 
swings is one of the many 
varlations in the splinter 
‘camouflage pattern 


Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 W.Nr. 4859 ‘Red 9' of 2./JG 2 

The aircraft Is depicted prior to the beginning of the Battle of Britain when 2.Staffol 
was still using red numerals. Although the Hakenkreuz remains In the earller position 
‘across both fin and rudder, it Is finished In the high demarcation 02/71 scheme. 


Messerschmitt Bf 109 E Camouflage Tos9 “T9242 (i 


they were either Jost on operations or underwent major servicing. at which time the newer scheme 
would, presumably, have been applied. 

With these changes, which included revisions to the size, style and placement of the 
national insignia, several different examples of a simplified splinter scheme, including ‘mirror 
image reversal patterns, began to appear. In these, the colour divisions were far less angular than 
those of the original pattems and are often seen in photographs to have a ‘feathered’ rather than 
sharp demarcation. Although official confirmation for this simplification is unavailable, ft is 
reasonable to assume that they were 
implemented as a means both to expedite 
service requirements and to save on 
materials and cost, regardiess of whether 
the finish was of factory or in-service origin. 


Summer 1940 

As the aerial battles developed above the 
south-eastern coast of Britain and the 
English Channel in the early summer of 
1940, it soon became clear that again, 
more changes would be necessary to the 
‘camouflage worn by Bf 109s. Whereas the 
02/71/65 scheme had worked sufficiently 
well over France and the Low Countries. it 
was found that this was not the case in the 
alr war against England. The high 
demarcation level of Blue 65 on fuselage 
sides and tails made the aircraft stand out 
conspicuously against the waters of the 
Channel and the English countryside. To 
overcome this, several methods were 
employed to tone down the blue, the most 
common being an application of mottling to 
fuselage sides in either 02 and/or one or 
both of the upper colours. One of the 
earliest reports of this occurred in mid-July 
when Bf 109s of JG 51 were reported as 
having a fine. pale grey ‘overspray’ applied 
to their fuselage sides; an indication perhaps of one of the first uses of 02 
Taking into account the requirement to tone these areas down, it is entirely feasible 
‘order was originated, either at RLM level or from local area command wit! 
allowing individual units, notably JG’s 2, 53 and 54, to determine the extent and style 
application as was dictated by their operational requirements. As the variatios 
far too extensive to describe in detail, it must be realised that while little si 
between individual units, a general uniformity of style and pattern was usually seen amongst 
aircraft of the same unit. Believed for the most part to have been 02, it was usually spray 
the sides of the fuselage and fin in varying degrees of density and pattem, On some aircraft 
this was occasionally intensified, usually where a colour transition was made such as at the 
roots of the wings or tailplane, by the random inclusion of one or both of the upper 
contrast, the mottle applied by some units was in a much coarser form, suggesting the v 
‘a brush or sponge, frequently so dense that it took on the appearance of an almost solid colour. 
Noticeably, many aircraft wearing this coarse, stippled finish (e.g. JG 2) also displayed 
modified fuselage cross where the proportions of the white segments were reduced in area 
decrease their visibility. Similarly, the height of demarcation between upper and lower colours 
was often altered, with segments of the upper fuselage colours being extended down the 
fuselage sides to random depths along its length. However some units, notably the third Gruppe 
of JG 26, were markedly reluctant to add any form of additional camouflage to their aircraft and, 
throughout 1940, retained the high demarcation finish with fuselage crosses and numerals 
repainted in a smaller format than usual to help conceal the aircraft at higher altitudes. 
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RIGHTAND BLLOW An example of one of the adaptations of 
fnelage mottling applied by JG $4 can be seen in this view of 
Yellow 18° of 9 Staffel Also clearly visible s the black bordered 
yellow Staffel shield containing the devil s head emblem, the head 


i red with black and white details 


Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 of 1./JG 2 
This Bf 109 E-3, ‘White 13° of 1./1G 2 Is seen as It would have appeared in May 1940 
wearing a very high demarcation 02/74 upper surface scheme. The small proportions of 
the fuselage cross and the position of the Hakenkreuz across the fin/rudder hinge line 
Indicate that this Is probably one of the earliest applications of the revised camouflage 
‘scheme, On the nose Is the ‘Bonzo dog” Staffel emblem designed by Otto Bertram while the 
white “13° has a thin black border. 


1/IG 2 
“Bonzo dog” 
Staffel emblem 


(ie 


jth more fighter akin . i rt y formation of 
tacoma scat erening tive, eamounoge waters became a the mer wceapead,  MIODEMACIAO? Messerschmitt Bt 109 £4 of 9./10 54 
replacement aircraft entering uflage variati ame 3 ro wi , 09 B85 of LAG “ . 
often becoming more varied when easily interchangeable parts such as cowlings, rudders, i havlln tin San es etiam Bipcerdeetladred hel ogra 
i * The Bonzo dog’ Staffel Mlustrate one of the variations in the striped mottling commonly used by this unit. In 
armament access panels and battery hatch covers were swapped between aircraft to expedite emblem illustrated 10 this Instance, diagonally sprayed stripes of what appears to be 71 have been applied 


sorvicing. Additionally, two further anomalies appeared for which, to date, no firm explanation the right can be sen to break up the blue of the fin, rudder and fuselage sides. 


has been determined, The first was a lighter centre to wing crosses that may or may not have 
been a part of the random light camouflage overspray occasionally seen on wings or was 
porhaps, evidence of the overall mottled finish seen and documented as being applied to someBt 
109 Es during 1940. Although no documentary evidence to support this has been found, it Is 
reasonable to assume that the additional colour was applied to reduce the visibility of the wing 
crosses and blend them in to the upper surface camouflage, thus helping to conceal the aircraft 
from observation from above. 

The second anomaly and one which is evident in many photos of Bf 109s from the period, 
was the use of a light colour that wrapped around the upper leading edges of the main wings. 
and may clearly be seen in photos such as those of the aircraft of Obit. Paul Temme of Stab/JG 
2 who force-landed beside Shoreham airfield on 13 August. From the detalled examination of 
photographs of aircraft with this feature it Is currently believed that this was in fact, a 
continuation of the underside Blue 65 or similar light colour, extended to encompass the areas 
of wing leading edge visible in a head-on view. Whether this was an attempt to break up the 
outline of the wings when viewed from head-on or an application characteristic of the location 
where the camouflage finish was applied has not, to date, been determined with any certainty. 
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9/10 54 
‘Devil's Mead’ emblem 
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JG 26 ‘Schiagete 


Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 6./JG 26 May 1940 

Seen at Brugelette, Belgium at the end of May 1940, "Yellow 2° of 6./10 26 w 
wearing a lightly applied mottie to the upper surface 02 and 7 on the tunel 
beneath the windscreen can be seen the stylised JG 26 ‘Schlageter’ shle 


ABOVE: Set up for Grey Camouflage? AOVE: The 18 109 
Yreaponscbrtion. this _Alqhough often totally destroyed, all enemy aircraft that came down in the British isles during the White 2 own by Hane 
Second World War were thoroughly examined by intelligence teams from the Alr Ministry and hrsrograph pe 
RAF, The reports created from these examinations were known as Crashed Enemy Aircraft how the visibil 
Reports, and recorded such information as Werk Nummer, engine type, armament, additional upper wing 
or special equipment and markings and colours. However, and to the disappointment of many altenkreuze have been 
ftelage sex postwar researchers, there were no set guidelines in these reports for describing the shades werspray of paint Also 
of the colours found on downed German aircraft. Generally, any examination of the paint was evident in this view is 
Confined to an evaluation of the type of finish and occasionally, some undamaged panels would ‘elit random |} 
be tested for paint durability Rataiper 
By mid-August, the first uses of greys and blue-greys as an upper camouflage colour were sufaces of wings and 
making their appearance in these reports, appearing with increasing frequency as the battle —‘™!!Planes. 
progressed. ‘Light Navy grey’, ‘two shades of grey’, ‘light grey with dark grey mottling’, 
‘Battioship grey’ and ‘camouflage grey’ were some of the descriptions recorded, along with 
mention of varying shades of greorgrey and blue-grey. Were those an indication of the earliest 
use of the greys 74 (RLM 74 Ounklegrau) and 75 (RLM 75 Mittelgrau) that would become the 
standard fighter camouflage the following year or, a5 recent research and the variety In thelr 
descriptions suggest, that they were colours created at unit level? | 
As illustrated on page 89, it can be seon that by mixing various percentages or combinations: 
of RLM 02, 65, 66, 70 and 71, a number of grey and blue grey shades could have been created, 
all of which would have been suitable for use, thus providing a perfectly credible probability that } 
this Is, in fact, what happened. As the use of the greys 74 and 75 was not officially promulgated 
until the November 1941 issue of L.Dv 521/1, the likelihood that the assorted greys used during 
1940 were those from which the 74 and 75 were developed is a wholly convincing possibility. 
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| Figure1 | Messerschmitt Bf 109 E 
early RLM 70/71 


splinter scheme 


70/74 Pattern 


Port Side 
_—_ RIM71 
RLM patterns applied to Actual position of 
of aircraft varied considerably RLM 70 on spine 
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between aircraft matey 


RLM 71 or possibly 02 


As Figure 1 


As Figure 1 


RLM 70 


Low demarcation line on fuselage between 
upper camouflage and underside RLM 65 Bluc 


| Figure 2 | Messerschmitt Bf 109 E 
1939-1940 


RLM 70/71 simplified scheme 70/74 Pattern Starboard Side 
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Demarcation height variations 


WIG 26 


NL/JG 26 


| Figures | Messerschmitt Bf 109 E 
simplified variation 1940 8 
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 E simplified variation - summer 1940; 
possibly ‘soft-edged’ 


As with the earlier “high demarcation’ scheme, variations in 
the height of the demarcation were widesproad 


Variance in height of Variance in helght and 
demarcation between style of finish at base 
65 and upper colours of fin 


Simplified RLM 71/02 
scheme with 02 or 
similar mottling on 
fuselage sides 


As with Figures 3 
and 4 it would 
appear that the 
demarcation 
between the 74. and 
02 was often soft 
rathor than hard 


Mottling, when applied, differed 
considerably betwoen units 


JG 53 ‘Pik As’ 


MAG 54 
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Four examples of Grey shade variations made from various RLM paint mixes 
Although difficult to represent accurately in printed form, these four panels serve to Iilustrate an 
approximation of some of the grey shades that could be obtained by combining various quantities of 

readily available paints such as 02, 65, 66, 70 and 71. 


RLM 65/66 RLM 02/65/66 RLM 66/02 


| Figure7 | Messerschmitt Bf 109 E W.Nr. 3576 
October 1940, Uffz. Amo Zimmermann 


7./JG 54, in simplified ‘grey’ scheme 


Scheme 1 


photographs 


Scheme 2 


Very high demarcation b 
fuselage camouflage colours and Blue 65 
sides. In Scheme 1, mottling app! 
blue sides and continues beneath tailplane to 
leading edge of rudder, This mottling is also 
present on the wing root fairings 


tween upper 
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Gruppenstab and Staffel Markings and Colours 
Stab Markings 


Tho origins of markings for Stab personnel date back to the prewar period, being allocated to 
three officers of the Geschwaderstab: the Kommodore, his Adjutant and the officer in charge 
Of flying operations, Correspondingly for the Gruppenstab, similar symbols were allocated to the 
Gruppenkommodore, Adjutant and Operations officer 

The entry into service of the Bf 109 made it apparent that the earlier Stab symbols would 
need revising. Accordingly, Flinst. 3 Nr730/37 II 9 issued on 14 December 1937 by the 
Generalstab der Luftwaffe included a set of instructions and diagrams for the application of 
markings to fighter aircraft. Apart from containing detailed instructions on the dimensions of 
numerals and thelr spacing, new locations and dimensions for Stab symbols were designated, 
Including @ vertical bar symbol to be applied aft of the fuselage cross to signify IIl.Gruppe 
Instead of the earlier wavy line symbol. A horizontal bar aft of the fuselage cross identified the 
aircraft of lI. Gruppe while those from |.Gruppe carried no symbol. All symbols were to be applied 
in black with white edging and a thin black outline although it is evident in photographs and 
‘other records that these markings were not always applied in elther the colours or locations 
officially specified. Despite the clearly worded Instructions regarding the Ill.Gruppe marking, at 
least two Jagdgeschwader, JG 2 & JG 52 declined to effect the change, retaining instead the 
‘earlier wavy line Gruppe symbol. In similar fashion, IN1,/JG 2 and JG 54 also declined to follow 
the wording of the directive by using white as the predominant colour for their Stab symbols, 
usually outlining them with a thin black edge. Likewise, 1I,/JG 51 also declined to display their 
Gruppe bar by using the designated area to display their ‘weeping bird’ emblem instead of the 
required symbol 


Staffel Markings 

The ordinary Staffel aircraft carried a number which identified the individual aircraft within the 
Staffel, and the colour in which it was painted \dentifying the Staffel within the Geschwader, 
These numbers were generally applied in one of two forms with the figures from 2 to 9 
appearing in either a ‘rounded’ or ‘squared’ style that usually remained constant within the 
various Staffein 

‘Aithough regularly positioned ahead of the fuselage cross, some units did adopt alternative 
locations for these numbers. Il!,/JG 27 chose to apply them to either side of the cowling 
beneath the gun troughs while III./JG 54 placed theirs on either side of the forward fuselage, 
Just aft of the rear edge of the engine cowling. Likewise, there were also exceptions to the rule 
for Staffel colours; on several occasions, red was recorded as replacing the normal black of the 
second, fifth and elghth Staffein, the third (Jagd) Staffel of LG 2, used brown instead of yellow 
and 5. Staffel of JG 53 \s recorded as using grey numerals throughout 1940, 

Spinners too received their share of colours, These were often repainted in black and white 
in the form of halves or quarters or would merely have a segment of white applied to the base 
Black-Green 70 spinner colour. In many instances the spinner tip or cap, If fitted, would often 
be painted in the Stab or Staffel colour. While there are no reports of the 1944 

Spiralschnause’ style of design being used at this time, those coloured bands that were 
painted on Bf 109 E spinners during 1940 are recorded as being applied In concentric circles. 


Colours 

1,11 & ill Gruppenstab Green 

1, 4&7 Staffein White 

2, 5&8 Staffoin Black (or Red) 

3, 6 & 9 Staffein Yellow (or Brown) 


The Red Band of JG 53 
For a short period during 1940, all three Gruppen of JG 53, and only JG 53, displayed two 
distinct anomalies in their markings, the purposes of which have yet to be fully resolved. 

The first anomoly concerns the replacement of the ‘Pik As’ (Ace of Spades) emblem. 
According to RAF Air Ministry Weekly Intelligence Summary No.60, Hermann Goring ordered the 
‘emblem be removed and replaced with a red band and the Geschwader renamed the ‘Red Ring 
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 of II./JG 53 
Identified as the Bf 109 E-3 belonging to Hptm. Freiherr Gunther yon Mattznh 
Gruppenkommandeur of II./JG 53, this profile illustrates one of the variat 
cowling band carried by aircraft of the unit between August and Octobe 

replaced the unit's Pik-As emblem. In early October, shortly after von Malt 
promoted to take over command of the Geschwader from Major yon Cram 
the red band was dispensed with and replaced with a newer style of Pik 


Goschwader. While there is some evidence to suggest that it may have stemmed tr 
personal antipathy on the part of Goring, or possibly from some ideological difference wit 
leadership of the Geschwader, (H-) von Cramon-Taubade! \s understood to have hed @ Je 
wife), the actual reason for the order has yet to be determined. In the past, several vo! 

theories for this change have been examined in depth, but most have been subsequently 
disproven although one, containing some merit, submits that it may have be 
than a temporary identification feature, However, there was one event which transpirec 
time and another which may have been of some significance. During early August, at 
time of the appearance of these red bands, Goring replaced the majority of the Jagdwafte 
‘Kommodore with younger men, although two units serving with Luftflotte 3, JG 27 and JG 53. 
retained thelr existing Kommodore until October. Then, at the beginning of that month, after 
Obit. Ganther von Maltzahn took command of the Geschwader trom Obit. HansJirgen von 
CramonTaubadel, the "Pik As’ emblem began to reappear on JG 53's aircraft In @ somewhat 


nothing more 
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Newer and larger format than previously seen. As a matter of Interest, the first recorded incident 
of a Bf 109 E being brought down over England where the red band had replaced the "Pik As' 
‘emblem occurred on 16 August. On that date the aircraft of Fw. Christian Hansen of 2./JG 53 
ed at Godshill on the Isle of Wight and when examined was reported in Crashed 
Enemy Aircraft Report No.11. as having a *...red band around nose 6 in wide”. 

The second anomoly, and one frequently recorded as a political gesture on the part of 
the Geschwader, occurred almost concurrently with the reintroduction of the ‘Pik As‘ emblem. 
Many aircraft from Il. and tl Gruppen had the Hakenkreuz on thelr fins overpainted, with several 
pilots using these areas to display thelr individual Abschuss tallies rather than in the more usual 
location on the rudder (e.g. Lt. Schmidt, Adjutant of IIl,/JG 53), How long this lasted is not 
known for certain but some aircraft of Ill. Gruppe were recorded as still without their Hakenkrouz 
in late November, 


force land 


Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-4 of III./JG 53 

The Bt 109 E-4 of Lt. Erich Schmidt, Adjutant of III./JG 53 In November 1940, Finished 
It what Is understood to be an upper scheme of locally mixed groys, tho ‘Pik-As’ 
‘emblem has replaced the ‘Red Ring’ and like other alrcraft of the Gruppo, tho Swastika 
has been painted out; in this case being replaced by the pilot's ‘Abschuss' tally. 


Tactical Markings 

The requirement that visually, 2 mili 
recognisable to friendly forces Is something of a practical imp 
history of military aviation, numerous methods to resolve this 
With the Luftwatfe it we 


ry aircraft should 


LELOW: Photograpted at Etaples during November 1940, these two aircraft of the Gruppenstab IILJG 53 illustrate the second 
verpainted Hakenkreuz. The aircraft in the foreground is that of the 
Visible on the cowling is that flown by carrying distinctive yellow markings were being reported by RAF pilots. Original 


no different. In mid-August, the first incide 


omaly seen on the aircraft ofthis unit = the 
it, while that jn the background with the Pik As’ emblem clea 


markings a 


adjutant, Lt Erich Se 
Wolf Wikcke denoting aircraft belonging to a ‘squadron of aces’, this assumption wa 

The earliest examples of the use of these markings 
54 were recorded as carrying areas of yellow paint applied to wing and 
to top sections of rudders and on occasion, to the vertical trailing ¢ 
Thore Is little doubt that these marking 
air where such conspicuous markings wer 
value, the Jagdwarfe wore quick to Increase the use of such colours t i 
entire rudders. Whereas the application of either yellow or white paint to wing a 
remained relatively constant from unit to unit, thl 
tudders were concerned, 

On rudders, it first appeared in the form of an Inverted triangular area on the 
‘may be seen in photographs of Gerhard Schdpfel’s Bf 109 of Ill./JG 2 
Jong after this, other Bf 109 Es, often noted as being from Ill./JG 54, were recorded a: 
‘approximately one-third of the rear vertical rudder surface painted yellow or possibly, white, w 
on the Bf 109s of other units, the entire rudder was finished in or 


the Kommande 


wore establist 


invaluable to both sides. in appre 


was often not the case whe 
JG 53 Pik As 
Geschwader , 


f these 


whole rudder was painted, the exact area covered often varied as occ 
original Blue G5 would be left on which the pilot would display his ‘At 
{as black or red vertical bars that often identified the nationality of the victim and the date of the 
victory, In addition to these variations, at least two Bf 109 Es of the periox 
where the entire fin and rudder were also painted in yellow but based on currently avaliable 
Information, these are seen to be the exception rather than the rule at this time 


schuss' tally, usually marke 


Messerschmitt Bf 109 E -3 of 7./JG 26 

"White 6" of 7./JG 26 illustrates the early form of yellow rudder 
marking that was beginning to make Its appearance on Bf 109s 
during the middle of August 1940. Initially starting off as shown 
here, It later Increased to cover the rear half of the rudder 
and finally the entire surface. 


7./3G 26 emblem 


With cowlings, it can be seen from photographs that the area covered by white or yellow 
paint varied considerably between aircraft, often extending rearwards as far as the base of the 
windshield, Any unit emblems that would otherwise be hidden by this paint were usually masked 
off carefully, and two such units, 1./JG 3 and ll./JG 27, masked off the distinctive JG 3 
“Tatzelwurm’ and JG 27 numbers so as to leave them on a conspicuous rectangular background 
of the camouflage colour. From late August on, it is unusual to find a photograph of a Bf 109 E 
without some part of its airframe covered in either yellow or white paint, and to date, no 
Significant explanation for the use of the two different colours has been ascertained, 
suggesting that they may have been used somewhat indiscriminately. In addition to the use of 
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 9,/JG 51 

“Yellow 13° of 9./G 51, finished in a high demarcation upper scheme of 02/7i.ané 
ilustrates the early application of yellow paint to rudders which took the form of an 
Inverted triangle at the top of the rudder. Beneath the lower edge of the canopy Is carried 
the III.Gruppe emblem of the “Axe of the Lower Rhine’ which had originated with the 
Gruppe when It was 1./JG 20. 
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9./30 54 
‘Axt von Niedertheln 
emblem 


yellow and white for these tactical markings, it |s also claimed by some 
likewise used for the same purpose. However, despite several detailed investigat 
photographic or documentary evidence whatsoever has been discovered to 

Although some references suggest that the change from yellow to wh 
of August, it is evident from the contents of Crashed Enemy Aircraft Reports for the 
September that both colours were being used concurrently by different ur 
As far as current research has shown, it would appear that this use of white lo: 
period of approximately three or four weeks and was seemingly confined in the main to unt 
based within a small sector of occupied France. During the last week of August. 
of Luftflotte 3 were placed under the contro! of Luftflotte 2 when the bomber 
were temporarily withdrawn from daylight operations in order to join the nightly 
centres of industry in the Midlands. However, whether or not this was in any way connected w 
the use of the white tactical markings for the single-engined fighter force, remains a matter of 
speculation for the present. 


Summary 

While it is a wellrecognised fact that the RLM had a clearly defined administrative Intent to 
regulate Luftwaffe camouflage practices, it must also be distinctly understood that, as surviving 
documentary and photographic evidence reveals, there were many exceptions to its established 
edicts. Unfortunately, since very few original documents or diagrams are available from which 
definitive information can be obtained, much of the interpretation for these variations must rely 
heavily on informed and educated speculation based upon such material and knowledge as ss 
currently available. 
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ar half of the rudder painted yellow. The speckled [BE 109 E-3 at left it can be seen t ar half Figure 9 Examples of variations in the application of yellow or white tactical(?) marking 
per surfaces are not a mantle paint schemve but due 10 the carries yellow palnta ne on pectic oa aircraft 
through the branches and camouflage netting, Not the Of tis anit Late in the wae the church was bombed by Summer 1940 
wn badge behind the fuselage cross the USAAF during 4 rad on the afc Von Werra,i1,/J 
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